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Ho! Ho! Ho!

There are so many ways to celebrate the holiday season in this area.
If you would like to celebrate the New Year in a new home, just give me a call!

e
Sutten

Best wishes for comfort and joy in your homes for 2017! Premier Realty (2008), Ltd.,
Brokerage

(613)254-6580

www.kellysuccess.com



by Bill Buttle

Who's Reading theHumm

(above) Back in 2014, Dan Woods wrote: Hello to those
who make theHumm possible! My wife and [ have been
avid readers of theHumm for many years and we've noted
that you occasionally release photos of travellers reading
theHumm from various parts of the world. This in mind,
we packed a couple of Humm editions in our suitcases
earlier this year so we could be seen reading them whilst
travelling through South Africa and Namibia this past March/
April. Enclosed is photo of our group as we cross the Tropic
of Capricorn in Namibia, Southwest Africa.

The photo was taken on 22 April 2014. From left to right in
the photo are: Gord Munroe, Ann Munroe, Robin Newton,
Tineke Doornbosch, Pam Newton, and Dan Woods. We all
live in the Perth/Otty Lake area and are dedicated readers
of theHumm. We'd be delighted if youd include the photo
in a future edition.

PS: Thank you for continuing to publish such an informative

paper!”

(Below) Also in 2014, Nicole Guthrie sent in the photo below,
which was taken at the 6" Annual Rincon Beachboy SUP race
in Rincon Puerto Rico. She wrote: “Sarah Gray and [ were
affectionately known as ‘Team Canada’. Over 300 boarders
battled the surf on April 5 and we were among them. This
pic was taken before the race.”

Thanks very much to everyone for sending photos in!

theHumm

Who's Readin

This photo from Deirdre Churchill just arrived, but we
thought it should jump the queue in order to do double-duty...

Deirdre writes: November 4-12, my trip planned, I met my
Scottish family for a week in Alicante, Spain. My cousin has
three adult children, two of whom have young children, and
my gift of choice has always been books. When I read the
article Gayle the Goose Goes Global in the October issue of
theHumm, [ contacted Natasha Peterson right away. Natasha
is a family friend, and [ was delighted and proud to read of
her book and its Canada Book Award. Although it's been a
while since we've talked, I asked if she would sign a few books
for me to take on my holiday as gifts. Natasha was gracious
and wrote a lovely phrase to the children in each book. So
now Gayle has gone to Spain and I'm looking forward to
Natasha's next book!

[ very much enjoy theHumm — it keeps me informed about
what's going on in the area. Thank you to everyone involved
in production of such an informative and enjoyable paper.

Editor’s note: Deirdre and other lovers of local books will be
happy to know that Natasha Peterson has already released
her second book, Nutty Neighbours. Both books are available
at The Good Food Company and Under Pressure Coffee
House in Carleton Place, Mill Street Books in Almonte, and
the Amprior Book Shop.

My friends, love is better than anger.
Hope is better than fear.

Optimism is better than despair.

So let us be loving, hopeful and optimistic.

— Jack Layton

Hummble Thoughts

My friends, let us have faith in each other.
Let us not grow weary.
Let us not lose heart.
For there are more seasons to come
and there is more work to do.

— Hillary Clinton

Loveis louder

(than all this noise).
— Craig Cardiff
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theHumm is a monthly arts, enter-
tainment and ideas newspaper de-
livered free to businesses and visitor
attractions in Almonte, Perth, Car-
leton Place, Westport, Pakenham,
Carp, Arnprior, Smiths Falls, Burn-
stown, White Lake, Balderson, and
Ottawa. Our mandate is to connect
and promote people and events in
the small towns and rural commu-
nities of the Ottawa Valley — where
the arts flourish and entertaining
characters run amok!

Submissions
By email or on disk.

Content Deadline:
20% of the month prior to publication

Advertising Deadline:
22" of the month prior to publication

Subscriptions

cost $40 (includes HST) for one
year (12 issues). Send a cheque
with your name and address to:
theHumm PO Box 1391
Almonte ON KOA 1A0

Opinions and information pub-
lished in theHumm in letters, press
releases, or individual columns do
not necessarily reflect the opinion
of this newspaper.

All writing, artwork, and pho-
tographs published in theHumm
are copyright to the author, or to
theHumm in the case where no
author is specified. Reprinting any
content without permission vio-
lates copyright and is prohibited
(and despicable!).

Thanks this month to:
Selina Martin for almost two
decades of kick-assedly awesome
independent music. Not an issue
of this paper gets put together
without Rob, Rona and Kris
rocking out to her tunes, and we
wish her all the best in France!
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Here at theHumm we're big on local econo-
mies. The retail and service businesses in the
small towns that we cover play a huge role in
the cultural life of those towns. Each store,
restaurant, or small enterprise attracts and
serves a particular clientele — some inside the
community, some from outside. Some busi-
nesses host their own special events; others
join together with local festivals to make the
whole experience more vibrant. Many provide
support in cash or in kind to local initiatives.
A healthy local economy is an essential com-
ponent to a healthy community.

theHumm Editorial
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Happy Local Holidays!

area. In doing so, you're likely to encounter not only
friends and neighbours, but also some old-fashioned
small town peace and joy at this potentially hectic
time.

If you've been reading theHumm for a while, none
of this is news to you. You've been shopping locally and
feeling pretty good about it. So how about putting your
mouth where your money is? When you find a local
service or establishment or product that gives you joy,
let your friends and neighbours know (and perhaps
bestow a kind word upon the owner or employees
as well!). That kind of investment is so much more
powerful and useful than outrage and despair when a

Gift Giving Guide
Shop
Directory

Here's an alphabetical list of the shops that are
participating in this year's Gift Giving Guide, followed
by the town in which they are located and the page
on which you can find their ad. Great gift suggestions
can be found throughout this issue, organized in
categories. Happy local shopping!

} ) beloved business closes its doors. Acanthus Floral & Botanical ... Almonte, p.20
by Kris and Rob Riendeau The gifts we buy locally do double-duty by giving . -
. . Alliance Coin & Banknote ... Almonte, p.35
pleasure to the recipient and at the same time sup- .

It is with this in mind that we bring you the- porting the business of a friend or neighbour. If the ~ Almonte Antique Market. ... Almonte, .28
Humm’s 16" annual Gift Giving Guide. Our hope is gift happens to be fair-trade, environmentally-friend- BittersSWeet ..o, Burnstown, p.16
that you'll find two kinds of inspiration in the many ly or made by a local grower or artist, then it does Blackbird Almonte, p11
lists that appear throughout this month’s issue. As triple-duty! We would like to thank the participating =~ _ 7 T
you peruse the “Gifts for Coffee & Tea Lovers’, “Gifts merchants for taking the time to send in their Gift Body Poets Massage Therapy ... Almonte, p.31
for Environmentalists” and “Gifts for Funky People’, Giving Guide suggestions, and to thank our readers = The BOOK NOOK .........cc..ooiciiiiiiiiiiiiisiiinisieesn Perth, p.13
we hope you'll discover the perfect gift for everyone for shopping locally and thereby supporting both Cedar Hill Christmas Tree Farm... . Pakenham, p.24
on your list. But we also hope that you'll be inspired the shops and our paper. :
to investigate even more of the independent, locally Wishing you all a happy, healthy holiday season, Circa I1894 B8B AN DAY SPA s Lanark p.22
owned and run businesses throughout our coverage and a local New Year! Claudia SmMith.. ..o Lanark County, p.29

Current Works of Glass........cccccncrsnsns Almonte, p.3
‘Q’ Dandelion FOOAS ... Almonte, p.8
C@ @\D Doreen’s Mobile Esthetics Services...... Lanark County, p.23
f e [D) 4'~ (C) = Dragon's Lalr Beads.........cccocrcnocnincnies Almonte, p.13
: Duffileld DESIGN .....oooooecreveeceees e Dunrobin, p.26
Gifts for People who are Stressed Out 0 °
Equator Coffee ROASters ... Almonte, p.9
Canada pure silver "Maple Maze” $20 coin, Alliance Coin & Banknote........... S114.95 Folkus Concert SEMes ... Almonte, p4
1.5-hour wellness massage, Body Poets Massage Therapy ... S125 Foodsmiths Perthl 05
2-hour spa visit with hot tubs & saunas, Circa 1894 BB and Day Spa................ $40 FUltor(s Panca k """ H """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" P kh ' 1 5
Spa body treatment, Doreen’'s Mobile ESthetiCs SETVICES.........covvcecc $70 UHons gnca € MOUSE .o mmm— axennam, p.
Series pass to the 2017 season (4 concerts), Folkus Concert Series..........n.. $90 Genergl Fine Crgft, ATLE DESIGNc Almonte, p14
Colouring cards & pencils, Georgia D Art BiZ.........ooooooee S5 6 up Georgia D At BIZ. ..o Westport, p.26
30- or 60-minute Swedish massage, Hands on Healing ... $55/$80 Gilligallou Bird INC. ..occcccveviecsns Almonte, p.8
1-hour therapeutic massage, Kim Narraway, RMT ... $90 The Green Counter Boutigue................ Carleton Place, p.33
Drum lessons, MissisSippt MUl MUSICWOTKS ... $25/lesson Crist Mill Artists' Co-op & Gallery..................... Westport, p.11
Works by local and Canadian artists, Sivarulrasa Gallery ... various The GrottO e Merrickville, p.13
Fun knitting projects, Textile Traditions ... Hands on Healing ... Almonte, p30
Dinner & show gift certificate, Valley Food & Drink Co Kehla Jewellery Design Almonte, p 16
Gift certificate for consultation with a Naturopathic Doctor, Whole Medicine ...$165 AU o

\_ Kim Narraway, RMT ... Almonte, p.35
\S7= =)

t @ @ 3 LG LEE & SONS oo Almonte, p.14
\-/ Q U \-/ MIll Street BOOKS.......ccovvvvviicccescercese Almonte, p.11
Mill Street Crepe CO...oovveveeeeeee e Almonte, p.23

Mississippt Mill MUSICWOTKS...........ccooovccciere Almonte, p.12

= MVTM Gt SNOP .o Almonte, p.31

¢/ Ottawa Valley Gift Baskets. ... online, p.30

3 Paddye Mann Clothing.........cccccooonne Pakenham, p.20

(A / ?_/\[_{'L (oW, Péches & POIVIE ..o Almonte, p.23

- Redneck BiStO ..o Calabogie, p.25

Reld Gardens. ... Carleton Place, p.29

Gift certificates available in any amount

for glass art or fused glass classes. Riverguild FINg Crafts ... Perth, p.31
Learn more about our classes by The Silver SNINGLE.......occccne Lanark, p.7
visiting our website or calling. Sivarulrasa Gallery..........oeoeeoeeeeee Almonte, p.6
g SOUL SCENES .. Almonte, p.21
December 1 2 » :
5 Bockmbas a0 ) Streye Desgrp ............................................................................. Perth, p6
Create your own ke Textile TradltioNS......crnieseesees Almonte, p.30
glass tree - Tin Barn Market .o Almonte, .36
e % . .
. p?ﬁm%gﬁj N / Valley Food & Drink Co. ... Calabogie, p.22
the IUC?;';;“D.E:F Bank: Vamos OULAOOTS .......cccooooeeoeeeeeee e Almonte, p.7
to book your time Whole MediCINE ... Pakenham, p.21

Witch Hollow Lanark, p.9

. @

112 Queen St., Aimonte 613-859-0100 currentworksofglass.com
December 2016
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Lynn Miles and Kelly Sloan in Concert

Proceeds Going to New Mississippi Mills Youth Centre

Prepare yourself for an exciting December.

A captivating concert by Lynn Miles and Kelly Sloan is scheduled
for Friday, December 23 from 7 to 9pm at Almonte’s Old Town
Hall. Proceeds will be going to the youth centre to help with the
costs of getting supplies and equipment for programming in the
New Year. The youth are extremely excited to spread the word
about the concert. The artists have enlisted youth to put up posters
and participate in set-up on the day of the concert.

Lynn Miles is one of Canada’s most accomplished singer/
songwriters. With twelve albums to her credit, as well as multiple
Canadian Folk Music awards (2011 English Songwriter of the Year)
and a 2003 Juno award for Roots and Traditional Solo Album of
the Year under her belt, she has certainly made her mark on the
Canadian music scene.

Kelly Sloan has been awarded the Galaxie Rising Star Award,
has performed at Ottawa Bluesfest, Folk Festival and Jazz Festival,
and has opened for Basia Bulat, Josh Ritter and Jim Bryson. She
continues to work full-time as a touring musician and soloist for hire.

Tickets for this epic evening can be purchased at Baker Bob’s
in Almonte for $30. Get yours soon as seats are limited.

Two talented musicians (Kelly Sloan, left, and Lynn Miles, right) take to the stage at the Almonte Old
Town Hall to play a fundraiser for the new Mississippi Mills Youth Centre on December 23
Mississippi Mills’ New Youth Centre

To learn more about the new Mississippi Mills Youth Centre that 4’
this concert supports, why not attend the grand opening of their Q@ @9
new site? Since September, the youth centre staff have been running f < PO 4'~ [C) — N\

programming from various locations in Almonte while the permanent

site was under construction. Youth and community members alike G'lftS fOT Long DlStance Frlends
are excited to see the doors open at 134 Main Street in Almonte. On Our online store ships internationally! fultons.ca, Fulton's Pancake House ...various

Thursday, December 8, from 6 to 8pM, see it for yourself and share in
a celebration that will include a ribbon cutting and words from some

of the proud youth and community members. ) - ) ) .
For more information about the concert or youth programming at kk Gift certificate for an Astrology reading (via phone or Skype), Witch Hollow....S60

the Mississippi Mills Youth Centre, email <info.mmyc@gmail.com> Y =) E g G

Inspirational plaques & calendars, Soul Scents

or check out <MississippiMillsYouthCentre> on Facebook.
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GARNET ROGERS

January 21

COCO LOVE ALCORN
February 25

the RAGGED FLOWERS
March 25

SCOTT MERRITT

April 22

$90

seasons’ passes available
online at folkusalmonte.com
and in person at Mill Street Books
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The vernacular meaning of “gold standard”
is “the best, most reliable, or most prestig-
ious thing of its type”” For 38 years Michaela
Wolfert has worked passionately and suc-
cessfully to create jewellery that meets that
gold standard.

Her Kehla Jewellery Design Studio and
workshop in Almonte showcases ready-
to-wear collections of Kehla jewellery and
one-of-a-kind pieces individually created by
Michaela Wolfert and her team. All feature

Art... and Soul

)

by Sally Hansen

clean lines and an elegant, feminine style often de-
scribed as having a European sensibility. They are
designed for comfortable wearability, and they range
metaphorically from the understated but chic little
black dress, to the stunning creation that makes a
statement on the haute couture runway.

Her modern interpretation of classical designs,
coupled with her meticulous goldsmithing skills,
has garnered a showcase full of prestigious awards.
Several pay tribute to her sculptural talents, honour-
ing pieces that are for display as well as adornment.
Wolfert draws inspiration from nature, from the
paintings of the Group of Seven, and mostly, from
the intrinsic beauty of the precious metals and jewels
she loves to work with.

Another Wolfert specialty is working with clients
to design jewellery customized to individual tastes
and styles, both with new materials and by remod-
eling outdated and/or inherited pieces. These com-
missions are both exciting and enervating because
the outcome has such significance for each owner.
Wolfert has converted a woman’s father’s ring into
an anniversary sculpture, and created a ring inspired
by the Legend of Zelda video. The Kehla Design team
also does repairs and restorations.

On the Right Path
When I interviewed Michaela sixteen years ago for
our December 2000 issue, she told me why she had
studied and worked so diligently to become a highly
qualified goldsmith and jew-

Michaela Wolfert —
A Gold Standard

Germany. After a lengthy and arduous program of
education and work experience, she achieved the
prestigious designation of Master Goldsmith from
the “Meisterschule fur Goldschmiede” in Munich. In
1990 she moved to Canada to accept a position as
a jewellery designer for an established Ottawa firm.
Three weeks later she met her future husband on
Thanksgiving Day.

Within a few years she enjoyed double success in
the 1994 Canadian Craft Museum’s national jewel-
lery design competition. Wolfert was one of only
four designers to have two pieces selected from a
field of just under 300 entries from across Canada.
In 1996 she opened her own studio as Kehla Design
in Carleton Place.

The Excitement of Challenge
Remembering her adventurous streak from our pre-
vious encounter (she had spent four winter months
in Iqaluit and Arviat establishing the Diploma met-
alworks program for Nunavut Arctic College), I
nevertheless was surprised to learn how she seeks
excitement a decade and a half later.

In 2008 Michaela embarked on her biggest busi-
ness adventure — the creation of her own beauti-
fully appointed showroom and studio. She took the
plunge and moved to Almonte to invest in her own
business future, and now works with a team that
includes award-winning jeweller Ann Lumsden.
Today Kehla Jewellery Design Studio at 88 Queen
Street is a literal cornerstone of the town’s thriving
arts business area. Every inch reflects its owner’s
uncompromising devotion to beauty, quality and
perfection. It was a big step, especially for a woman
who describes herself as a task-oriented introvert.
She credits the local arts community and her loyal
husband, Brad Basnett, with the encouragement and
support she needed to open her own retail business.

The jewellery Wolfert creates is much more excit-
ing than “just” flawlessly executed classical adorn-
ment. Many of her pieces express her unflagging spirit
of adventure that leads her to challenge herself by en-
tering national competitions. Her website lists some
of the many awards she has won with her original
and highly sculptural pieces, one

ellery designer: “Twenty-
two years ago I walked into
a jewellery studio, and I've
been hooked ever since.
Metal is my medium and
jewellery is my art” Today
her passion for the path she
chose remains unabated.
Wolfert started her
career in 1978 as an ap-
prentice in the workshop
of a master goldsmith in

inspired by a painting by Lawren
Harris. She is particularly pleased
with winning the Judges Choice
Award and “Steel Trophy” for
best in show at the Metal Arts
Guild 60* anniversary exhibition
in 2007.

Michaela takes issue with
the oft-cited goal of achieving
“balance”. “It’s a myth,” she sput-
tered. “It’s great as a goal, but
you can’'t maintain it; you can’t

Y E

Farm Fresh Produce
Locally Roasted Coffee
Rowe Farms Turkeys
Locally Baked Desserts
Vegetarian Alternatives
Party Platters

Unique Gifts
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control all aspects of your life” Instead, in her life as in her jewellery, she
eagerly steps out of her comfort zone and embraces challenges. Even
though [ am familiar with her move from Germany to the comparative
wilderness of Canada, her work in the Arctic and her entrepreneurship,
I am still astonished to learn how she exposes herself to the “danger
of being — doing!”

Her more moderate pastime is piloting gliders. Nature and solitude
feed her soul, and this goal-oriented introvert loves soaring over the
Canadian Shield, contemplating its magnificence. What surprises me
more is learning that Wolfert practices Brazilian jiu-jitsu as a method
of physical fitness and “learning to work well with your body” After
many years of suffering the flings and harrowing ground fighting of
much younger opponents, she has earned her Blue Belt. The sport
helps her to face her challenges and to keep on trying. Her mantra is
borrowed from musicians — “just pick yourself up, dust yourself off
and start all over again”
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20" Anniversary

Wolfert may think balance is overrated, but she knows that persis-
tence pays off. She is celebrating her 20* year as an independent
goldsmith and jewellery designer by offering her entire stock of gor-
geous creations at 20% off throughout the month of December. One
of the trends she has noticed over the past decade is that more and
more women are buying jewellery for themselves, so don’t challenge
your significant other with choosing the right piece. Drop in at Kehla
Jewellery Design Studio and find the piece that is perfect for you. For
a preview, take a look at some of the best jewellery photography I've
seen at <kehladesign.com>. If you're looking for the perfect wedding
rings, or you've just inherited Great Grandma’s Victorian jewellery,
Michaela Wolfert is up for the challenge.
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106 WILSON ST.W. PERTH, ON
613.267.5409
MON-THURS 8am-8pm
FRIDAY 8am-9pm
SAT 9am-7pm
SUN9am - 6pm
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- foodsmiths.com
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WHO  Michaela Wolfert 4

WHAT  Goldsmith and Jewellery Designer

WHERE Kehla Jewellery Design Studio, 88 Queen Street,
Almonte, <kehladesign.com>, <Michaela@
KehlaDesign.com>, 256-7997

WHEN 20* Anniversary, 20% off all items during De-
cember 2016

WHY  “Thirty-eight years ago | walked into a jewellery
studio, and I've been hooked ever since. Metal is
my medium and jewellery is my art.”
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Need ‘'em... need ‘'em... got ‘em...

Secason’s

Thank you for all your

Support and
Best of Wishes
in the New Year

Cheryl

Designed and Hand Madg in Store

Leather - Suede - She péklxn Silk
16 Gore St E Perth On 6 3.+267ﬁ30

Adnanna Dagg. “Tha Prntmakar Susan Tooks, "Emvirons 3

2nd Anniversary Show!

Nov 25 - Dec 30, 2016

the

During the last several years, public librar-
ies have been advocating the idea of com-
munity hubs. Libraries are offering much
more than books and computers; we are
connecting people with resources, ideas and
other people.

Librarians are always keen to help intro-
duce new programming to meet the demands
of their community. Many have embraced
new collections, such as seed libraries, music
lending collections and signing out recrea-
tional gear, to name a few.

Speaking Volumes

J

by Karen Deluca, Librarian

Arnprior recently launched a new community-
wide initiative that connects the library to seniors,
and has created a new lending collection in the
process.

Following a screening of the Alive Inside docu-
mentary at the Arnprior Public Library, audience
members and library staff were inspired to start a
Music and Memory initiative — specifically directed
to each of the sixty residents at the Grove Nursing
Home. This particular music therapy program assists
people living with Alzheimer’s or dementia. As the
documentary demonstrates, providing individuals
with personalized playlists helps them in profound
ways. The music evokes emotion, emotion brings
back memories, and, in some cases, medication can
be reduced due to the music’s calming effect.

The community fundraising campaign was
launched in June after a few meetings between staff
of the library and the nursing home. Service clubs
showed their support with financial contributions.
Individuals started to donate their gently used iPods

Sue Adams_ A Study of Grie™ (datall)

Music and Memory

Thomas Argue is pictured below before getting his
music, and above as he listens to his favourite song

in addition to music gift cards and cash. By the end of
the summer, most of the money required to launch
the program had been raised.

September was spent busily compiling music
preference surveys with the help of family members.
Finding the right songs became a crucial component
of the project. The first batch of loaded iPods was
delivered by the end of September. Joyous photos
of the residents enjoying their music attracted even
more donations and, by mid-October, the library
had enough iPods to loan one to each resident of
the Grove. The second phase provided playlists
specific to each of the participants in the Grove’s
Adult Day Program.

With the community’s full support, the third
phase was launched. Patrons are now signing out
iPods for family or friends who could benefit from
the program. This individually-tailored Music and
Memory iPod lending program is the first of its kind
for a Canadian library, and it all started with an idea
generated at the Arnprior Public Library.

If you'd like to launch an initiative, start your
journey at your local library. It’s where you can re-
search your options, connect with the local groups,
and perhaps partner with the library to build some-
thing new and exciting for the entire community.
— Karen DelLuca is the Chief Librarian/CEO of the

Arnprior Public Library

Paintings, sculpture, drawings, watercolour and photographic
works from &ll 12 of our represented artists: Sue Adams,
Deborah Amaold, Adrienne Dagg, Dale Dunning, Barbara Gamble,
Marcus Kucey Jones, David Keamn, Gayle Kells, Eliane Saheurs,
Sanjeev Sivarulrasa, Susan Tooke & Mary Wong

34 Mill 5t, Almonte
www sivarulrasa.com
Hours: Tua-Sun 11-5

613.256.8033

www.thehumm.com December 2016



It all started with an email. “Hi! I am a singer/
songwriter and guitarist from Pakenham. I
am doing a solo acoustic show at M3 Eatery
in Arnprior on Nov. 18 as one of the shows
I'm booking in preparation for the release
of my first original CD, and was wondering
if anyone at theHumm would be interested
in coming out and reviewing the show?”
Along with the email, there was an intriguing

Pub Crawling

)

by Rob Riendeau

A Prior Engagement

promo video, so how could I resist? And that was
how I found myself in Arnprior on a lovely, crisp
November evening.

The original plan was to visit the newly opened
2 Grands Piano Bar, but they were completely
booked (a return visit and write up is already part of
the plan for 2017). Fortunately, there is another new
restaurant in town and although it was packed, they
managed to make room for our party of two at the bar.

The Lumbertown Ale House is a gastropub
right in the heart of downtown Arnprior with a
mission to serve high quality food and drinks in a
comfortable and sophisticated environment. They
offer a seasonal menu and feature Ontario craft beers
(and wines!) on tap. Everything we ordered looked,
smelled and tasted wonderful, and the restaurant’s
atmosphere was very hip. From the copper bar top
to the cedar ceilings, exposed brick walls, pine floor
and wall-mounted fireplace, everything conveyed a
sense of urban comfort. We thoroughly enjoyed our
time there and I highly recommend that you check it
out (but, just in case you aren’t as lucky as we were,
you may want to make a reservation).

They do have occasional entertainment, so
keep an eye on their Facebook page for updates
<@lumbertownalehouse> and see our calendar.

Actll

From Lumbertown, we proceeded to the Kenwood
Centre (originally the Kenwood Mills woolen mill),
which has been completely renovated and is now
home to several businesses, including the M3 Eatery
<facebook.com/m3eatery>.

The M3 Eatery is a charming little restaurant that
is normally open from 7:30aM to 4PM, Monday to
Friday. On special occasions, owner Melissa Mosher
opens the doors at 7:30pM for ticketed music events,
and creates a special dinner menu. The night we were
there the menu included a layered dip, quesadillas,
shrimp vegetable nests, bacon-wrapped scallops
and custom-built charcuterie boards (pick what
you like!). To accompany these fine offerings there
was an excellent selection of local beers, in addition
to wine, cocktails, martinis, and specialty coffees.

Of course, the main reason for our visit was to
see and hear Brad Scott, the fellow who sent us
that very polite email back at the beginning of this
article. Although he is only 24, Brad already has
quite a musical résumé. He has played on stage
at the Ottawa Valley Country Music Hall of Fame
shows, and been a side musician and collaborator
with several local bands. His own song releases get
regular airplay on Valley Heritage Radio.
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One to watch: Brad Scott is a rare triple-threat
performer, excelling as a vocalist, instrumentalist
and songwriter

Among his influences, he includes Merle Haggard,
Johnny Cash, and local Telecaster-legend Steve Pittico
along with the distinctly less country-inflected guitar
work of Newton Faulkner. Brad’s guitar playing alone
is enough to make it worthwhile for you to check out
his next show. He has a hybrid country-picking/per-
cussive folk playing style that is intricate and always
musical. As a singer, Brad has awesome vocal control
and range, and a beautiful warm tone with tasteful use
of a great vibrato. But that is not all! Brad is a true triple
threat: vocalist, instrumentalist and songwriter. His
original tunes are very well crafted and compelling.
All in all, his music was a perfect blend for the in-
timate space at M3. And his rendition of a Wag-
onwheel/Don’t Stop Believing medley was a crowd
favourite that had the M3 staff out of the kitchen
dancing with the patrons. Improbably but delightfully,
his second set turned into a dance party.

Brad’s next local gig will be at the Waterfront
Gastropub in Carleton Place on January 13, and I
think you should catch this rising star while you
can still see him in an intimate venue. This lad is
going places! Keep tabs on him though his website
<bradscott.ca> or on Facebook.

“Dutchie” Tribute Concert

Dutch Mason was one of Canada’s premier blues
musicians. He started performing in the mid-50s
mainly in the Halifax area. During the “70s he became
a very popular act across the country, touring tire-
lessly as part of the Dutch Mason Trio and earning
the nickname “Prime Minister of the Blues” Dutch
was one of the original inductees to the Canadian
Jazz and Blues Hall of Fame, and in 2005 he became
a Member of the Order of Canada.

On December 28, at the Valley Food and Drink
Co. in Calabogie, some of Ottawa’s greatest blues mu-
sicians will be performing a tribute show in honour
of Dutch Mason on the tenth anniversary of his
death. Blues artists Steve Lund, Steve Marriner, Steve
Lauder and Drew Nelson have all performed with
Dutch over the years. They will all be performing
together with Sean Burke and Wayne Dagenais on
stage starting at 8pm. Tickets for this event are $45
for dinner and show or $25 for the show only. For
more information check out the restaurant’s events
page at <thevalleyfoodanddrinkco.ca>. They can be
purchased at Eventbrite.ca or by calling 762-2676
x311. Tickets are limited so don’t wait too long.
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At Vamos Outdoors, we believe that an active,
healthy lifestyle is the key to happiness...

and family bonding.

Here, we truly have something to get everyone on
your list outside, moving and enjoying winter. Its
all top-quality, on-trend and in-season.

(And comes with a healthy dose of good advice
and great customer service.)

When you're ready
to start your holiday shopping,
start here.
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Sleeping Beauty and Steel City Rovers
at the Station Theatre

A villainous villainess, two fabulous felines, and a host of delightful
characters brought together in a zany slapstick comedy. That, in a
nutshell, is Sleeping Beauty, the British-style pantomime playing at
The Smiths Falls Station Theatre from December 2 to 11. Written by
the legendary Ben Crocker and interpreted by experienced director
Emily Duberville, the panto offers holiday hijinks for the whole family.
And to make it easier to bring along the youngsters, they are offering
matinées at 2PM on both Saturdays and Sundays. In the best tradition of
British pantos, the audience is encouraged to get into the act by heckling
the villains and urging on the good guys. Kids and adults alike love it!

In rehearsal for Sleeping Beauty, a British panto that will play at the
Smiths Falls Station Theatre from December 2-11

As the curtain opens, Princess Aurora is about to be christened, and
royals, assorted fairy godmothers, and people of the land are gathered
to celebrate and bestow their gifts. But it appears that someone has
been forgotten, and soon Carabosse storms in with her disreputable
feline companion Spindleshanks; they are not happy. Things go from
bad to worse when Carabosse puts a curse on the princess to die on
her 18" birthday.

In classic pantomime the “Dame” (Queen Dorothy) is played by
a male actor, in this case veteran Mike Adams. The beautiful and
awfully tired Princess Aurora is played by SFDCI grade 11 student
Bethany Duberville; her handsome but slightly bewildered prince
is SF graduate Justin Yanosik. Krista Duff takes on the supremely
evil Carabosse, and traditional comic antics are provided by Billie
the Butler (Ursula Rice Leech) and King Norbert (Stef Robar).
Rounding out this stellar and experienced group are newcomers
Jennifer McCloskey as Spindleshanks and Maya Gordon as Kitty.
Heather Mitchell Adams returns to the stage as fairy Peaceful, and
her magical sisterhood is completed by Lela Fox-Doran, Emily
Chatwood and Caitlyn Lesnick/Hayley Allan.
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A talented group of high school students and
area veterans makes up the versatile chorus, per-
forming music by Michael Jackson, Justin Tim-
berlake and Pentatonix.

Sleeping Beauty features superb Victorian
Steampunk-style costumes, created by experienced
costumer Susan Adams, which bring a striking
visual decadence to this very funny and engaging
family show.

Tickets for the show are $20 for adults and $10
for children and students. Special group rates
are available. Tickets are available from Seasons
Greetings, 8 Russell St. E. (cash only), online
<smithsfallstheatre.com> (Paypal/credit card),
by phone 283-0300 (credit card), and at the door
a half-hour before the performance (cash only).

Winter Tidings Concert

Coming to the stage of the Station Theatre for the
fourth and final concert in the 2016 Music Series
are the Steel City Rovers, a Celtibilly musical
group offering a toe-tapping, sophisticated and
hypnotizing cross-pollination of Celtic and North
American traditions. Their musical arrangements
and expressive, clever lyrical compositions have
delighted audiences at home and abroad.

In their ambitious first few years, the Rovers
have risen to perform internationally on coveted
stages, to be nominated for numerous music
awards, and to have their original works top
the traditional radio charts. Commanding and
dynamic performers, this act is a blend of both
seasoned and young talent who are simply electric
to witness in person.

Their performance is at 82M on Friday, Decem-
ber 16. Tickets are $30, at the outlets listed above.

2017 Play Season

The 2017 season of plays has now been announced
by the Smiths Falls Community Theatre and it’s
a delightful mix of a farce, a classic psychological
drama, a comedy, the world premiére of a play of

local historical interest, a mystery, and a British-
style Christmas pantomime — in that order.

The season opens in late February with the
farce No Sex Please, We're British, by Anthony
Marriot and Allister Foot. The hilarious play, which
ran in London for eight years and also delighted
Broadway audiences, is directed by Nancy Keech.

Next up is Enid Bagnold’s classical psychologi-
cal drama, The Chalk Garden, directed by Lynda
Daniluk. The play explores the secret world of
childhood through the prism of a British dowager.
Following that will be Bare Bear Bones, a Canadian
comedy written by Michael Grant and directed by
Sheila Jasiak, which exposes the lack of spark in
the marriage of two empty nesters.

The August slot is filled by Fort Hemlock,
written by Emily Duberville and directed by the
author and Lynda Daniluk. The characters are
fictitious, but the play is based on a true story
about early life in what came to be known as Smiths
Falls — an offering that fits right in with the town’s
150" anniversary.

The fall brings Who Dunit? by C.B Gilford —
one of the most original comedy-mystery plots
of all time — which will be directed by Katharine
Coleman. Closing out the year is another Ben
Crocker pantomime, Aladdin, directed by Emily
Duberville. Great comic parts abound, including
a feisty Kung-Fu fighting Princess. More fun for
the whole family!

The theatre is offering patrons an opportunity to
attend all six plays for just $99. This season ticket
comes in the form of a “Six-Pack Flex Pack” Patrons
can select how they want to use their six vouchers
to purchase tickets to any of the six shows in the
2017 season. The deal — which offers a savings of
almost 20% compared to the regular adult ticket
price — begins now and will available during the
run of Sleeping Beauty and until the last day of the
first play in 2017 (March 5). For details of the ways
to purchase the vouchers and the many different
ways to use them, visit <smithsfallstheatre.com>.
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Welcome to “A Brew in Review’, the column
dedicated to the true pursuit of happiness:
enjoying a great pint of beer! For the past
number of months, the beer-geeks in my
little town of Almonte have been giddy with
hoppy anticipation waiting for the opening
of Almonte’s own Crooked Mile Brewing

_// Company. After many months (nay, years) of

A Brew in Review

hard work, dreaming, and scheming, the folks

by John Scime

at Crooked Mile opened their doors to the public on
October 24, 2016, an event that that was covered by
my brother-in-beer, Rob Riendeau, on p.26 of the
November Humm. Well, I'm more than a little bit
embarrassed to admit that I wasn't on hand for the
glorious grand opening. So in order to make
up for my own personal poor decision-
making, I stopped by Crooked Mile
recently to sample their offerings
and to sit down with brewmaster
Nick Pruiksma and partner Dylan
Bouleau (the partnership is com-
pleted by Vicki Pruiksma) to talk
all things beer and brewing. This
is what I found out.

As many brewing geeks would
understand, the craft-brewing “bug”
hit Nick Pruiksma years ago, all because
he was unable to source in Ottawa a favourite
beer he had discovered while travelling in Britain.
This lead Nick down the long and slippery path of
home-brewing, where one can often recreate one’s
favourite beers through hard work, trial and error.
First, he cut his teeth brewing beers made from
canned malt extract and a few specialty malts; soon
enough he was buying sacks of malted barley, build-
ing brewing equipment such as grain-crushers, brew
pots, wort chillers, mash tuns, etc., and producing
high-quality all-grain craft beer in his garage. About
a year or so into this journey, Nick purchased a
commercially-made, sophisticated and infinitely
controllable home-brewing system. This bit of kit
allowed Nick to replicate many aspects of the com-
mercial brewing process by experimenting with
procedures that are not easily achieved by the typical
home-brewer, including step-mashing (steeping the
malts at two different temperatures to achieve dif-
ferent taste/body characteristics), and using precise
temperature controls that enable a more precise
replication of recipes from batch to batch. Soon
enough the home-brewing passion turned into a
commitment to make brewing his livelihood.

Fast-forward several years later, when the beers
of Crooked Mile are inspired by the classic British
brewing tradition. Not surprisingly, their products
ey =

I

Walking and Talking with
Crooked Mile Brewing

carry evocative names such as “Druid’s Dusk” Irish
Red Ale, “Standing Stone” British IPA, and “Highland
Hillwalker” Scottish Export Ale. Recipe develop-
ment for each of these beers started years ago on
home-brewing systems, and has been painstakingly
adapted to Crooked Mile’s 8-hectolitre (800-litre)
brewing system. According to Nick, while it has been
great fun “playing with the big-boy toys’, it has been
quite a challenge to adapt both the recipes and the
brewing processes they employed on small home-
brew systems to commercial scale while achieving
the desired outcome. Luckily for Nick, Dylan is ap-
parently quite the jack-of-all-trades handyman and
electronics whiz — skills that have been indispensable
in making this process easier.
The beers speak for themselves. Of the three I
sampled while at the brewery (unfortunately,
they were out of the Crow’s Castle when I
was there), all were fresh, clear, tasty,
well-brewed and well-fermented ales.
Crooked Mile uses really fresh prod-
ucts to brew their recipes, ordering
their grain bills a couple of days
before using them in the mash tun.
All of their beers are based on a
blend of high-quality British Maris
Otter malt, augmented with fresh,
clean Canadian 2-row malts, various
specialty malts and “noble” British hops
varieties such as East Kent Goldings, Fuggles
and Challenger. Mash temperatures range from
152°F to 154°F, and are painstakingly met and main-
tained using a clever heat-exchange system within the
mash tun and hot liquor tank, high-tech software and
attention to detail. Recently, Crooked Mile experi-
mented with a yeast strain known as US-05, which is
renowned for producing crisp and clean fermentation
that enables the recipe ingredients to shine through
without adding flavours during the fermentation stage.
Nick says this new yeast really complemented the
recipes they had designed years ago, so they decided
to use it for all the beers they brew. Crooked Mile
beers are also crystal clear without being filtered, likely
resulting from the use of glycol-jacketed ferment-
ers that enable very precise, consistent temperature
control over the fermenting beer. The end results are
very well-brewed beers that are true-to-style in the
British tradition, brewed in a manner that allows the
imbiber to enjoy a gentle balance between malts and
hops. I was very impressed and think you will be too.
Currently, Crooked Mile beers are available at the
brewery located at 453 Ottawa Street, in Almonte.
Because they aren’t shipped, they are super fresh
and delicious and available in 900ml squealers and
2-litre growlers. If you like them, and I'm sure you
will, start asking for Crooked Mile beers at your local
pub. Bottoms up!
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Christmas Open House: Dec. 10, 10 to 4prm
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Custom Art & Gift Shop
2 Gould St., Smiths Falls
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by Ben Crocker

December 2,8,9 @ 7:30 pm
Matinees December 3,4, 10 & 11 @ 2:00 pm
Adults $20 - Children/Students $10

Fri. December 16 @ 8:00 pm

Steel City Rovers

Tickets $30

A Great Christmas Gift for Theatre Lovers

2017 Season Tickets

See 6 Great Shows for just $99

For complete information and tickets go to
smithsfallstheatre.com
613-283-0300




Humm Bits

Help the Humane Society

The Arnprior Humane Society was selected as one of two recipients
for Valley Heritage Radio’s Holly Jolly Radiothon, which will be held
on Saturday, December 3, from 10AM to 2pMm. Valley Heritage Radio
personalities will be on the air accepting pledges. All are welcome
to attend the open house and enjoy live music, at 3009 Burnstown
Road. The Radiothon will feature musical guests The Countrymen,
Dan Paul Rogers, Steve Agnew, Marleen Fawcett, and more. Dona-
tions of $20 or more to Arnprior Humane Society are eligible for a
tax receipt. Pledges can be made the day of the event via telephone
(432-9873 or 1-888-532-9870).

Mark your calendars for the Arnprior & District Humane Society’s
annual Pet Pics with Santa. On December 10 and 11, from 10AM
to 4pM, Santa will be at M. Sullivan and Son Ltd. at 236 Mada-
waska Blvd. (next to RONA in Arnprior) for pictures with your pet.
Children and families are also welcome to get their photo taken
with Santa. They will be offering prints as well as digital copies,
to easily share with family and friends via email and social media.
The digital copy costs $10, prints $15, and you can get both digital
and print for just $20.

Valley Voices Christmas Concert
Director Becky Schweizer and the Valley Voices Community Choir
invite you to join them for their annual Christmas show! Hear
some of the traditional sounds of the season, coupled with some
new spins on old themes. We've all heard of the extensive gift list
from a generous true love, but do you know what happened in the
twelve days after Christmas?

Find out at the Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 11 at
7pM at the Almonte United Church. Tickets are $7 at Baker Bob's
or from Valley Voices members, or $10 at the door.

Ho! Ho! Ho! Help the CPDMH Auxiliary

The Carleton Place & District Memorial Hospital (CPDMH) Aux-
iliary is pleased to announce its Christmas Raffle. It's a win-win!
There are three great prizes, and the proceeds will support patient
care equipment.

“We're excited to ring in the festive season with our raffle;” notes
Marg LeBlanc, Auxiliary President. “We are grateful to those who
have donated the prizes and to everyone who is supporting our raffle”

First prize is a five-foot bronze Santa to enhance your Christmas
decorating; second prize is two box seats to an Ottawa Senators
game and a signed book by Wendel Clark, and third prize is a local
dining package including a $25 gift certificate from The Beckwith
Kitchen, a $40 gift certificate from The Good Food Company and
a $50 gift certificate from Your Independent Grocer.

Tickets are one for $3 or two for $5, and are available at the
CPDMH Gift Shop, Graham’s Shoes and The Beckwith Kitchen.
For details, call the Auxiliary office at 257—-2200 x323. The draw
takes place on December 16.

Tay Valley Choir’s Christmas Concert

The Tay Valley Community Choir is pleased to once again stage
a Christmas concert, this year titled “An 1816 Christmas” to help
celebrate the 200" anniversary of the founding of Tay Valley Town-
ship. The Choir has selected a series of songs for everyone to enjoy,
ranging from some that the settlers of long ago might have sung to
help them through “the bleak mid-winter’, to modern-day arrange-
ments that spread joy around the hearth.

“For this concert, our choir will be even larger than last year’s,
says conductor Rebecca Worden. “Get ready for a big holiday sound
that will reach out and embrace you! Also, come ready to sing along
with favourites for this time of year. We're really looking forward
to a beautiful evening in Maberly Community Hall!”

Accompanying the choir once again will be skilled pianist Mary
Lou Carroll. Several choir members will have solo singing opportuni-
ties, and joining as a special guest will be flautist Jane Cunningham.
As well, word has it that Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus — and possibly
The Grinch too — will make an appearance! Oh, and The Andrew
Sisters and Elvis will also be on hand!

An 1816 Christmas will take place on Saturday, December 10 at
7pM at the Maberly Community Hall. Admission is $10 per person
and refreshments will be on hand following the concert. Food or
other donations to The Table can be made that evening and will
be most welcome. Special thanks to Tay Valley Township and Blue
Skies Community Fiddle Orchestra for supporting this event!
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Arts and Sex in Almonte

New Learning in Almonte Courses for 2017

Just in time for New Year’s resolution time, Learn-
ing in Almonte presents two appealing options for
continuing your education! Two new non-credit
courses begin in January, offering food for thought
and great opportunities for discourse.

On Tuesday afternoons, from January 17 to Feb-
ruary 21, Jane Horner will teach about Native Arts
of the Southwest. Enjoy beautiful images and lively
discussions about the ancient and contemporary arts

The intention is to range widely and to include the
conventional as well as the less conventional forms
of human sexual self-expression in literature.
Learning in Almonte lectures take place in the
Almonte Library classroom from 1:30 to 3:30pPM
over six weeks, and each course costs $75. There are
no textbooks or exams, but plenty of opportunity
for dynamic discussion! To register, please email
<don.wiles@carleton.ca> or call Don at 963—-1736.

of the Pueblo, Hopi, Navajo and Apache peoples of
the Four Corners region. The course will also include
videos and biographies of several renowned artists.

And on Thursdays, from January 19 to Febru-
ary 23, join Michael Gnarowski for a course on Sex
in Literature! Well, not so much sex as “sexuality
becoming part of the fabric of literary discourse in
an enlightened and emboldened cultural ethos”. This
course will pivot on a discussion of five classics or
near-classics of English language writing, begin-
ning with Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders and going
on into D. H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover,
Henry Miller’s Tropic of Cancer, Vladimir Nabokov’s
Lolita and John Glassco’s The English Governess.
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Gifts for Wives

New Carpe Diem Jewellery designs by Ann Marie Chagnon, Bittersweet...$50-167
Bee By The Sea hand & face creams, shampoo & conditioners, Blackbird...510-S35

)

Half-day spa gift certificate — for two!, Circa 1894 B&B and Day Spa ... $80
Essential oil room diffuser, Dandelion FOOAS...........ccccoiiincnicnn $4595 & up
Spa facial, Doreen's Mobile EStNETICS SETVICES.......ooovooooeeoeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee S75
Meridian Top; Merino wool, poly & nylon, Duffield DeSign ... S128
Mapile Luscious spa basket, Fulton's Pancake HOUSE ... S50
Gift certificates, The Green COUNLET. ... various

Facial rejuvenation acupuncture (non-surgical facelift), Hands on Healing ... $150
“To The Point” silver earrings with garnets & 14k gold, Kehla Jewellery Design... 5385
1.5-hour therapeutic massage, Kim Narraway, RMT
Lingerie set gift certificate, Paddye Mann ClOthing........cccoccoooeecccccen

Pure silk and leather scarves and shawls, Strévé Designs..........ccooons $69-149
Gift certificates, Textile TraditioNS ... various
k& Gift certificate for a Tarot reading, Witch Hollo
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Learning in Almonte

Two new series start in mid-January:

Native Arts in the Southwest by Jane Horner
Explore ancient and contemporary works of the
Pueblo, Hopi, Navajo and Apache peoples of the
Four Corners region. (starts Tuesday, January 17)

Sex in Literature by Michael Gnarowski
From Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders to John Glassco’s
The English Governess this course will examine
sexuality becoming part of the fabric of literary
discourse. (starts Thursday, January 19)

These courses are six weeks in length.

Each comprises one two-hour lecture every week,
from 1:30-3:30 in the Almonte Public Library Classroom.

No final exam, but lots of discussion time! $75 per course.
To register contact Don Wiles at
don.wiles@carleton.ca or (613) 963-1736
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Counting Feathered Friends in Winter

This year, thousands will take part in Audubon
Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) across the Americas;
the 117" annual count, to be exact. The first was held
in 1900, when conservation-minded ornithologist Dr.
Frank Chapman suggested an alternative to the usual
holiday bird-shooting competition, proposing teams
count the birds they saw instead. People at 25 loca-
tions, including Toronto, took part in a “Christmas
Bird Census’, challenged to identify and record as
many birds as possible for the day.

The CBC is the longest-running citizen science
project in North America and take place all over
the western hemisphere. The more than 76,000
volunteers taking part in the counts can track
wintering bird populations on a much larger scale
than scientists alone can hope to do. Data collected
from the counts has been used for a multiplicity of
research studies and to monitor climate change.
As the Audubon report on the 116™ count states:
“The cumulative efforts of all CBC participants over
the past five decades has enabled Audubon and
other groups to document how species have shifted
their early-winter ranges in the face of a changing
climate” Of the record 2505 counts taking place in
the western hemisphere last year, 471 took place
in Canada, tallying over 3.7 million birds! Will you
participate this year?

You do not need to be an expert, but it helps to be
familiar with local species. You can get involved in
two ways: in the field or at home. Field counters are
placed in a field team led by an experienced birder.
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Gifts for Environmentalists
Ontario-grown arrangements, in recycled glass, Acanthus Floral............... $25-100
Cast iron cookware, Almonte Antiqgue Market ... $15-110
Salvaged wood and glass paddle, Current Works of GlasS...........ccovoreccn $400
Meridian Tunic; rayon from bamboo, cotton & spandex, Duffield Design........ $120
Bat houses & bee pollen nest, Gilligallou Bird INC. ..o $24.99-8999
Blue Q messenger bag made from used grain sacks, The Green Counter ............. $30
Bags made from recycled car leather, Riverguild Fine Crafts............oooocee... $100-200

There are four Christmas Bird Counts taking place
in our area this year!

Bring your binoculars. Residents with bird feeders
within a count area can participate from home by
recording visiting birds on count day. Feeders are a
very important part of the survey, as birds frequently
show up at these sheltered winter food sources that
are not recorded elsewhere in the circle. Organizers
of the Rideau Ferry CBC had very few reports from
feeders in 2015, so they are particularly anxious to
hear from potential feeder watchers this year. At
the end of the day, field and feeder counters gather
to socialize at the “count-in’, and share stories and
refreshments.

The Mississippi Valley Field Naturalists <mvfn.ca> are sponsoring
CBCs centring around Carleton Place, Watson’s Corners, and Rideau
Ferry, and the Macnamara Field Naturalists <mfnc.ca> sponsor one
in Pakenham-Arnprior.

Rideau Ferry

This count takes place on Saturday, December 17. The Rideau Ferry CBC
area is a 24-km diameter circle centred on Rideau Ferry and covering
the town of Perth, most of Smiths Falls, Murphy’s Point Provincial
Park, several conservation areas, and a variety of habitats ranging from
open fields and dense woodlands to wetlands and lakes. Register with
Alison Bentley at <alisonbentley@gmail.com> or 273-4428. Feeder
counters contact Judy Buehler at <goodlife@myhighspeed.ca> or
264-8856. The count-in potluck will be in Perth.

Pakenham-Arnprior

Taking place on Monday, December 26, this count is centred just west of
Pakenham and is managed by Michael Runtz — this is his 51 consecu-
tive count! Contact him at <mruntz@start.ca> to register as a counter.

Carleton Place

This count takes place on Tuesday, December 27, in a 24-km circle
centred on the bridge over the Mississippi River in Carleton Place
(including Almonte, Appleton and Ashton). Contact Iain Wilkes at
<iain.wilkes@hotmail.com> or 250-0722. Feeder counters register
with Georgina Doe at 257-2103.

Lanark Highlands

The area’s final count takes place on Wednesday, December 30. The
count circle is centred on Watson’s Corners and includes Brightside
to the north, Middleville to the east, most of Dalhousie Lake to the
west, and south to within a km of Balderson. To register, contact
Marilyn Barnett at <mvabarn@superaje.com> or 259-2269. Feeder
counters register with Marj Montgomery before Christmas at
<mateetukm@sympatico.ca> or 259-3078.
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yourre inviteD T0 BLACKBIID'S anmnuiaL
KIDS ONLY SHOPPINY NI9HT!

THUI'SDAY DECEINBET 8TH &
FI'1DAY DECEIMBeEI 9TH
5:30P1N TO 8:30P1N.

BriNg US Your LiST OF PEOPLE TO BUY FOT' &
aBUDJET OF any Size, anp Our FriennLy
ELVeS WILL HELP You FinD & wrap

THE PEFECT 9iFTS FOT YOUI WHOLE FamiLy!

T0 IaKe THINGS easy, Taxes WILL Be INCLUDED in aLL Prices.
CaSH eNcouragen.

79 MILL STIeeT . QLMONTe .613-256-9669-¢

While visions of
Christmas books

Debbie, Mary, Terry and Jill

danced in their heads...

'Y
can help you make

your wishes come true!
MILL STREET BOOKS ., i sc. Almonte

(Grist WL
ART GALLERY

Weekends: Nov. 26/27, Dec. 3/4,10/11,17/18, 2016
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 21 Main Street, Westport, Ontario

W3 /mitistreetbooks www.millstreetbooks.com 613-256-9090 www.gristmillgallery.com [}
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Great Gifts from Gorgeous Galleries

Grist Mill Art Gallery

Artists of the Grist Mill Art Gallery in Westport invite you to join
them on December 3, at their annual Christmas art show and sale. The
Grist Mill, a part of the area’s heritage, was founded in the 1800s on the
banks of the Upper Rideau, and the current owner has turned it into
an art gallery and retreat. The building is easily recognizable, with its
red roof at the base of Foley Mountain, at the conjuncture of Sand Lake
and the Upper Rideau. The building is divided into two galleries, plus
private living quarters. The lower gallery, with a waterfront view, has
a large fireplace with partially exposed original Grist Mill walls and a
stunning restored wood floor. The upper gallery hosts a grand piano.

There is plenty of free parking in Westport, so come and enjoy the
village at Christmastime, a shopping mecca and a delightful day trip
destination. An original piece of art is a thoughtful way to acknowledge
a special person in your life, or just yourself!

The gallery is a co-op of regional artists who teach art, have won
awards, have been featured in art publications, and who participate in
local and regional shows and galleries. Artists Ina Black, Sharon Benson,
Jill Ferguson, David Holland, Barbara Jordan, Pat Purdy, Jenn Raby,
Dayle VanAlstine and Wayne Williams have filled the showrooms with

their unique and distinctive creations. Custom-made
benches and glass art, delicate watercolours, Paverpol
and alcohol ink on tiles, acrylic landscapes, professional
photographic images, resin and ink paintings, batik, felt
art and mixed media are available. Smaller items, such
as magnets, coasters, tiles, vases, delightful whimsical
felted figures and art cards, are also for sale to fill those
Christmas stockings.

Grist Mill is also affiliated with sculptor Chaka
Chikodzi, whose work is shown and available for
purchase through the gallery. Chaka is originally
from Zimbabwe and works in stone.

The Grist Mill gallery will be open weekends
until December 18, from 11aM to 4pMm. The official
opening is Saturday, December 3 at 1pm. Please come
for refreshments, conversation and an opportunity
to meet the Grist Mill artists!

The future is changing for the Grist Mill gallery,
so please stay tuned for news updates to learn what
the future holds. Change can be exciting!

2"! Anniversary Show in Almonte!

Throughout the month of December, the 2" An-
niversary Show continues at Sivarulrasa Gallery in
Almonte. The show features paintings, sculpture,
drawings, watercolour and photographic works
from all twelve artists represented by the Gallery:
Sue Adams (Almonte), Deborah Arnold (Almonte),
Adrienne Dagg (Toronto), Dale Dunning (Almonte),

Custom metal photo ornament, The Silver Shingle
=

Don‘t miss the 2" Anniversary Show at Almonte’s
Sivarulrasa Gallery, running throughout December.
The above work is by Torontos Adrienne Dagg.

Barbara Gamble (Ottawa), Marcus Kucey Jones
(Wakefield), David Kearn (Ottawa-Gatineau), Gayle
Kells (Ottawa), Eliane Saheurs (Ottawa), Sanjeev
Sivarulrasa (Almonte), Susan Tooke (Halifax), and
Mary Wong (Toronto). The gallery recently expanded
and moved to their newly designed space at 34 Mill
Street, in the heart of Almonte’s historic main street.
Find more details at <sivarulrasa.com>.
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Gifts for Lovers of Vintage Treasures

Ancient Roman bronze coin, Alliance Coin & Banknote

~

Find works by Pat Purdy (above) and 8 other artists at Grist Mill Gallery

@@@@

Musieworks

ﬁy tha Book

By Duncan Greenwood & Robert King
Directed by Jane Stott

Deadly games are in store! An inventive,
light-hearted thriller with twists at every turn

Opening December 8, 2016
December 8, 9, 10,16 and 17 at 7:30 pm
December 11 and 18 at 2:00 pm
See our article this edition or visit vww.studiotheatreperth.com
5% 63 Gore Street East j'\'

Crverlooking the Tay Basin

The Studio Theatre

In historic Perth, Ontario

www.thehumm.com

Proudly presents:..

,)J..

HousE oF UKES

453 Ottawa 5#81?2?, Almonte
wWwWw.mmmusicworks.ca

¥ / Feaz‘uﬁng ri?e '

| largest selection
| of ukuleles in l
- the Valley! ./
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Gray Jay

To the surprise of many, Canadian Geo-
graphic officially crowned the gray jay — also
known as the whiskey jack or Canada jay — as
Canada’s National Bird. The 3-phase project
kicked off in January of 2015 by asking resi-
dents across the Great White North to vote
on what they believed should be chosen as
our country’s national avian species.

A Birder’s Eye View

)

by Bob Volks

Recently, at the Royal Canadian Geographical
Society’s College of Fellows Annual Dinner, it was
made official, and the iconic Canadian publication
will feature a complete story surrounding the gray
jay in its upcoming December 2016 issue.

Where to Find the Gray Jay
When announced, many were surprised that the gray
jay was chosen over iconic birds such as the Canada
goose or common loon. Many took to Twitter and
other social media outlets to voice their confusion and
in some cases, frustration at the results. A closer look,
however, would paint a much different picture for many.

The range of the gray jay is as wide as our country
and almost as deep. Those residing south of the 401
may never have witnessed a gray jay, nor will they be
likely to. Heading up toward Algonquin Park, however,
will paint a much different picture. These birds are
found throughout British Columbia, large portions
of Alberta and Saskatchewan, most of Manitoba,
Ontario and Quebec, and are very common across the
northern Territories and the eastern Maritimes. When
it comes to distribution across our large landmass, the
gray jay has most of it covered.

When it comes to locating them, stick to evergreen
and mixed evergreen-deciduous forests in most of

)
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Vintage vinyl, Almonte AnNtQUE Markel ... $5-20
30-min sports-recovery massage, Body Poets Massage Therapy ... S50
Blue Q messenger bag made from used grain sacks, The Green Counter ............. $30

..................................................................................... $5.95

Vampire Blood incense, Soul Scents............
.l

Spotlight on the

It's official — the gray jay is Canadas national
avian species!

the country. In the far west, they are also found up
high in the picturesque mountain ranges.

Identification

As part of the jay family, you can expect a fairly large
songbird, equipped with a short and stout bill. As
their name suggests, look for primarily gray plumage,
with darker coloured feathers on the top portion
of the birds and lighter shades of gray down below.
Their heads are nearly white in colour, with a black
partial hood that covers most of the back of the head
and runs into the eyes of the bird.

When it comes to song, gray jays let out what is
known as a “whisper song”. These songs are quiet and
melodious notes, mixed with quiet clicking noises,
that can usually go on for about 60 seconds or so.
These birds, much like the all-too-familiar blue jay,
have a variety of calls they use in different situations.

One of the most interesting behaviours of this bird
is that gray jays will actually imitate the calls of their
predators such as owls, hawks, merlins and crows.

Gilligallou Bird shines the spotlight on a different
bird each month — to find out about more intriguing
local species, visit <gilligalloubird.com>.

Gifts for Teenagers
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60 Gore St., East, Perth

Find us on Facebook at the.book.nook.and.othertreasures

December 2016

Specialty books at great prices!
For the young al heart - kids § adults

Excellent selection of games, puzzles, art § craft kits

The Book Nook *

& Other Treasures

613-267-2350

www.thehumm.com

Oragon’s
Lair
Beads

We offer classes,
do repairs and can
redesign old jewelry for you.
Explore our selection of
beads, wire, jump rings, findings
and
One-of-a-kind Jewelry
and Giftsl

10 Mill Street, Almonte 613-256-5800
www.dragonslairbeads.com

FALL HOURS:
Thursday & Friday 11am - 4pm
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 5pm

the

SPottdf

artworks
MERRICKVILLE

WINTER HOURS (starting January):
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 4pm

Also visit us during
Christmas in Merrickville,
December 3, 10am - 5pm

www.thegrottoartworks.com 110 Main St. East

OLD ALMONTE TOWN HALL
FRL. DEC. 23, 2016/ DODRS 1™

TICKETS *30, AVAILABLE AT
BAKER BOB'S IN ALMONTE

the



A (Mississippi Mills) Christmas Carol

Lights, camera, Puppets Up! The Puppets Up! In-
ternational Puppet festival is taking a new approach
to raising money for its 2017 season with some
fundraising events, the first of which will be a puppet
production of the Charles Dickens’ classic. See A
(Mississippi Mills) Christmas Carol on December 16
and 17 in the Almonte Old Town Hall. This fun (and
somewhat naughty) show will not only be a source
of funds and seed money for the following season,
but also a terrific night out!

Many of the stars of this production are the look-
alike puppets of area residents and business owners,
which have performed in various local theatrical
events in the past, but will make their first appear-
ances as Bob Cratchit, Mr. Fezziwig, The Ghosts of
Christmas, and other beloved characters from the
classic holiday story. In total, the production will
include 48 puppets, one mascot, and a few human
performers, including Toronto actor David Frisch.
CBC Radio’s gardening expert Ed Lawrence will voice
his own puppet (who plays the Ghost of Christmas
Past), while Noreen Young does the actual puppet-
eering for that character. A member of the Order of
Canada, Noreen has a long history within the pup-
petry community as an award-winning puppeteer
and puppet builder, including her creation of the
popular TV series Under the Umbrella Tree, which
has aired on CBC, YTV and The Disney Channel,
among others.

The production will also showcase the costume
work of Ingrid Harris, a professional historic costume
designer residing in Almonte. Ingrid’s work was
recently featured at the National Gallery of Canada
as part of the Elizabeth Louise Vigée Le Brun exhibit.
For A Christmas Carol, Ingrid has created Victorian
clothing for all 48 puppets as well as the actors.

The cast will be supplemented by members of
Almonte’s Rhythm and Song Community Choir
under the direction of Jennifer Noxon, who will sing
period Christmas carols between the scenes. Local
musicians Ric Denis and Tony Stuart will provide

a mini-concert of seasonal tunes before each show.
Perhaps most amazing of all — everyone participating
in this production is working on a volunteer basis to
ensure the success of the popular festival that provides
high-quality family entertainment and celebrates the
art of puppetry, while contributing to the economic
development of Almonte in Mississippi Mills.

Why A Fundraising Show?
In the 2016 season of its 12-year run, the charming
children’s festival ended with a shortfall. Noreen
Young, the festival’s artistic director and one of its
founding members, explained that approximately
a third of the funding for the downtown Almonte
festival comes from tickets sales at the gate, but that
certainly doesn’t cover all expenses. The rest of the
money comes from private sponsors and donors
within the community as well as grants, which are
sometimes difficult to maintain. “People in the town
are friendly and seem to like having a puppet festival
right in the downtown,” explains Noreen, “but if you
keep asking the same people for the same money
year after year after year... it gets a bit much after a
while” The competition to enlist a title sponsor for the
festival is high, since there are few large businesses in
town, and those are all in great demand from other
events. The reliance on grants also contributed to
the festival’s financial shortcomings, as the loss of
three significant grants that they had in previous
years placed the festival in a deficit position.
However, Noreen feels that the board and sup-
porters of the festival have risen to the challenge
of ensuring its continued success. Since August,
Puppets Up! has been fundraising via donations
from the community, and she reports that they’ve
just about covered the shortfall. Noreen is hugely
appreciative of that support, and also feels that it
is an indication of how much the town appreci-
ates the festival. Young explains that back in 2004,
Puppets Up! emerged from an idea generated by some
members of the Almonte Chamber of Commerce.

~ give the lasting gift of Canadian fine craft & art ~

featuring new work by

Jen Drysdale ~ Eiko

Emori ~ Louis Helbig

Harlan House ~ Kingston Glass Studio

Meredith Kucey ~
Janice Moorhead

Katherine McNenly
~ Andrea Mueller

Barbara Mullally ~ Pasi Nuutilainen

Robert Pauly ~

Jennifer Ryder-Jo

Mary Philpott
nes ~ Dean Spence

Richard Skrobecki ~ Chandler Swain
Alex Taves ~ John Ward ~ Teresa Wingar

Adelight yowr creative sounl
63 Mill St.,, Almonte ON
www.generalfinecraft.com

www.thehumm.com

A fundraiser for the annual Puppets Up! festival, A (Mississippi Mills)
Christmas Carol is really pulling out all the stops. Above, Noreen Young
manipulates the puppet of CBC Radios Ed Lawrence while the ‘real”
Ed voices the character of The Ghost of Christimas Past. Meanwhile,
actor David Frisch (as Ebenezer Scrooge) gives him a "humbug!"

They thought it would be good for the town and might help attract
businesses into the storefronts on Mill Street — and in fact in the years
since the festival's commencement the street has grown to the point
that there are now no unoccupied retail spaces left! The downtown is
the perfect location for this type of festival, with its picturesque look
that attracts lots of visitors. In past years, the festival has attracted
crowds of up 15,000, with over 250 volunteers signing on to help out.
Along with Noreen Young, the cast, crew and 48 local puppets all
cordially invite you to enjoy a festive evening out in support of Puppets
Up! A (Mississippi Mills) Christmas Carol runs on two nights only —
Friday, December 16 and Saturday, December 17 — at the Almonte
Old Town Hall. Curtain time is 7:30, but come early to hear some great
live music and grab a drink at the cash bar! And because the look-alike
puppets love to get up to raunchy mischief, this show is recommended
for ages 16 and over. Tickets are $25 from Baker Bob’s and Mill Street
Books in Almonte, or online at <puppetsup.ca/tickets>.
— Kassandra Engmann is in her first year at U of O’s Honours Digital
Journalism Program

L.G. LEE & SONS

MERCHANDISE FOR THE HOME, GARDEN & WORKSHOP

RIS TM 4 g

We have a unique and eclectic selection from wrist
watches to sleds, radios to thermometers, water
clocks to boot slippers, folding rulers to Canadian
hatchets. There are too many items to list here. We
invite you to come in and browse at your leisure.

@ TOYS, PUZZLES, MODELS & GAMES
4 GARDENING GIFTS @ GIFTS FOR COOKS & BAKERS
@ GEAR & GADGETS GALORE
4 TOOLS FOR WORKSHOP TINKERING
4 GOOD BOOKS FOR SNOWY DAYS
4 A PLETHORA OF OTHER FINE ITEMS

Free Delivery to L.G. Lee & Sons

Ifthere is a Lee Valley Tools product
that we don’t have in the store, you

can order it and have it delivered
here for you to pick up. Contact us
for more information.

OPEN SUNDAYS
IN DECEMBER!

L.G. LEE & SONS
36 MILL ST.,, ALMONTE
TEL: 613-256-0350 EXT 212
A DIVISION OF LEE VALLEY TOOLS
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‘al| One of my favourite places in
.2 | Almonte is the Ron Caron auditori-
Al umon the top floor of the Old Town
a Hall. The spacious stage, vaulted
=|| wood ceiling and exquisite acous-
= tics have played host to numerous
events and performances over the
years, but the old boy is really going
to get a workout this December!
To help you plan your month, I've

//

by Miss Mills, Puppet Reporter

compiled a list of everything I know

about that’s going on in that august edifice
and around Mississippi Mills. Get your
planner out — it’s gonna be a wild ride!
First of all, there are two shows that you
need to file in the “should have gotten tickets
earlier” category, as they are already sold
out! The Festival of Small Halls is bringing
The Once to town on December 1, and
Almonte in Concert presents The Ewashko
Singers on December 3, but your best bet is
to check out <thefestivalofsmallhalls.com>
and <almonteinconcert.com> respectively
so you don’t miss their 2017 shows. Fortu-
nately there are plenty of other diversions
that weekend — Almonte’s annual Light Up
the Night <lightupthenightalmonte.com>
will be celebrated in fine style on Friday,
December 2 beginning at 7pM, with Ottawa
Valley music legend and host Gail Gavan,
in a wintry open-air concert featuring fabu-
lous guests and a breathtaking display of
fireworks! The very next day, the good folks

who bring us the Almonte Farmers’ Market
all summer long invite everyone to attend
their Christmas Market on December 3,
from 9aAM to 3pM at the Almonte Commu-
nity Centre <almontefarmersmarket.com>.

The Mississippi Mills Santa Claus
Parade hits the streets in Pakenham on
December 3 at 1pM, and then comes to
Almonte the very next day at 5pm for a
parade of lights. Free skating, hot dogs,
hot chocolate and visits with Santa add
to the family fun — for more details
visit <exploremississippimills.ca> or call
256-1077.

The seasonal strains of the Ewashko
Singers will still be reverberating around
the Old Town Hall when Almonte in
Concert’s Youthful Music Club takes to
the stage on Sunday, December 4 at 1pm.
Anyone (of any age) who is interested in
availing themselves of the opportunity to
perform on that stage (and on AiC’s stun-
ning Steinway Concert Grand) is invited
to attend this year’s first performance and
find out more about the club — please email
<musicclub@almonteinconcert.com> for
more information.

Also on the 4%, everyone is invited to
drop in at Current Works of Glass (right
next to the LCBO) for their Holiday Open
House from noon to 4pM. The seven artists
of CWOG's glass guild will have works for
sale including handmade jewellery, func-
tional pieces and sculptural art.

Can't believe how many events we've
already covered? Me neither! But don't

2) Tree Sale

GREAT
CHRISTMAS
IDEA!

Buy a tree to give as a gift:
for someone you love,
for the earth, for yourself...
We have shade trees, flowering

trees, fruit trees and shrubs.

ORDER
NOW!

Prices start at $30.

Order early for best selection!

Your new tree comes with a root stimulator, compost and a planting seminar.
Pick up your trees April 29, 2017 at Mississippi Mills Municipal Office, 3131 0ld Perth Road

When you buy a tree from us, you are supporting the very important
work being done in our community by Hub Hospice Palliative Care.

To order, visit www.hubhospicetrees.com

December 2016

Photo by DeSu Photography

Fun things start on December1and
don't slow down until Christmas day!

worry, folks — we're over halfway through...
the first week of December.

The second weekend of the month is
a musical embarrassment of riches. On
Saturday, December 10, The Juliet Singers
will present The Virgin Mary to the Child
Jesus at 7:30PM in the beautiful, intimate
space of the Almonte Presbyterian Church.
JazzN.ca has arranged to have this wonder-
ful cantata — inspired by the poem by Eliza-
beth Barrett Browning — come to Almonte
for a special evening of vocal and instrumen-
tal music. Not jazz, but an inspirationally
seasonal concert! Seats are just $20, and can
be reserved at <jazzn.ca/cantata-concert>.

On Sunday the 11" you can spend the
afternoon in the wonderful company of The
fiVe Woodwind Quintet. The fiVe play at
St. Andrew’s United Church in Pakenham
at 2pM, and you can read more about them
on page 20 of this issue.

-
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Almonte — A Hub of Holiday Happenings!

That evening brings two annual concerts
of seasonal music that locals have grown to
love (but have to choose between, sadly).
The Valley Voices Community Choir
begins singing at 7pM at the Almonte United
Church — tickets are $7 at Baker Bob’s or
from Valley Voices members, or $10 at the
door, and you can find more details on page
10. Over at the Almonte Old Town Hall — of
all places — three-time JUNO winner David
Francey returns for a special Christmas show
with special guests Kathryn Briggs, Terry
Tufts and John Geggie. The David Francey
Christmas Show begins at 7:30pM, and
tickets are $30 from <davidfrancey.com>.

And speaking of things that locals have
grown to love, the following weekend is
all about the puppets. With apologies to
Dickens, A (Mississippi Mills) Christmas
Carol plays on December 16 and 17 only,
and you can read all about it on the facing
page. Get your tickets early!

Once the puppets have cleared out, it’s
time for local songstress Kelly Sloan and
Ottawa’s Lynn Miles to take to the stage on
Friday, December 23 at 7pMm. We can tell you
more about this show too (on page 4 this
time), and we can guarantee that this will be
another instance of “get your tickets early”!

Well, that’s about all I've got room to
cover this month, but do see our calendar
for even more local happenings. And do
me a favour — as you exit the illustrious
Almonte Old Town Hall, give the old lad
a pat on the balustrade for me — he’s had
quite a workout for a 131-year-old!

-
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?ur adults 16 and over

Tichets available at

Paker Pob's

‘* Tichets also avatlahle
online at

and il Street Boohs f puppetsup.ca/tichets
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Happy 20", Lanark County Camera Club!

Photo by Bruce Raby

From the beginning, the club has offered a varied
programme of guest speakers, workshops and outings
to provide its members with every opportunity to
increase their knowledge of photography and to put
what they have learned into practice.

The existence of the club has coincided with the
technological revolution in photography that has
seen the development of digital technology and the
almost complete disappearance from use of film.
Within the club this resulted in a growing tension
between die-hard film users who regarded digital as a
passing fad, and a growing core of members who were
enthusiastically exploring the potential of the new
technology. At one point these differences threatened
the continued existence of the club, but under the
leadership of the late Ralph Buttrum cooler heads
prevailed and the crisis was weathered successfully.

The development and growth of digital photog-
raphy has opened up a whole new field of interest,
particularly in the editing and amending of digital
photographs. To cater to this, the club established a
special interest group centred on the post-processing
of images. A second special interest group explores
the basics of photography, for those members who
wish to refresh their knowledge or who are just
starting out, while a third group meets to critique
members’ images.

The club is non-competitive in nature, its core
purpose being to provide a space where people can
learn and develop as photographers as they pursue
their personal goals for excellence. Members are
encouraged to participate and to share what they
know with others. Presentations by members, some
of whom have worked as professional photographers,

For twenty years, the Lanark County Camera Club has existed to
further the interests of its members in the photographic arts. It has
survived and flourished by providing a non-competitive atmosphere
where members can pursue their interests in both the technical and
artistic sides of the craft.

The club was founded in 1996 by Graeme Crabb, a newcomer to the
Perth area who saw a need for a forum for photography enthusiasts.
Together with a half-dozen or so founding members, Graeme got the
club established and served as its first president. Membership grew
steadily over the years, to the point where larger and larger meeting
facilities were required. Today, the club meets monthly at Algonquin
College in Perth where, among other advantages, it can utilize the
college’s excellent audio-visual equipment.

Give the Gift of Maple
Sweetness on

yi Christmas Morning!
#"« Custom Maple Gift
Baskets

* Corporate Gifts
« Gift Cards

Call, Email or Shop Online _—

* Family Adventure 399 Sugar Bush Road, Crystal serving dishes, Almonte Antique Market........... $20 & up
Passports Pakenham, OMN KOA 2X0/ Gift certificates, Mill Street Crepe Co.....iicsssesssesesose various
“Just Chocolates”, Ottawa Valley Gift BaSKetS........ooo $79.95

are a feature of each year’s activities, and it is this
kind of cooperation that leads to images of ever-
improving quality.

At each monthly meeting there is an opportunity
for members to display their photographs, either pur-
suant to a monthly theme or simply as “anything goes”.

The club meets at Algonquin College on the fourth
Tuesday of each month. The special interest groups
meet on different Tuesdays throughout the month,
so there is plenty of opportunity to participate.

The Club’s twentieth birthday will be celebrated
on December 20, and all present and previous
members are invited to attend. For more details,
visit <lccameraclub.com>.

— Anthony Thompson
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Gifts for Chocolate Lovers

§13-256-3867 - info@fultons.ca - www.fultons.ca Lﬁdt@n’g
Extended Christmas Hours - visit our website. N’

@
biftersweet
FINE CRAFT & ART
A warm welcome awaits here
while you choose handcrafted ifts for those you hold dear...

ENGCE =
Ce/ gczzfmq our 2 h Y ear!

In appreciation of your support over the past two decades,

we are offering 20% off all Kehla jewellery in December

Thank you and Merry Christmas!

2 Leckie Lane * Burnstown

613.432.5254

www.burnstown.ca/bittersweet

www.thehumm.com

Kehla

Jewellery Design

88 Queen Street, Almonte 613-256-7997

www.kehladesign.com
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‘The Municipality of Mississippi Mills is proud to support

| |  SHNTH CLAUS PHRADE
C’..{f'?/’r/?f & ﬂ; the . }’_l;i;,ﬁ,f Deceniber 3, 2016, 1pm

T “Pukenban
ecenmiber 2, 2016, 7pm L
: ! Q/ﬂW géﬁ ¥ \)@ @‘f Eﬁ@h&
Photo by Den Photography @€€€Mé€r 4, 2016, Spm
Celebrate 26 years of this iconic Christmas kick-oft event. Join the Alnonte
grtc;zgi ionf :ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ??ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ fgvf‘); 1;: Z}iigﬁ;he holiday spirit on Mil FREE skating, hot dogs, hot chocolate and visits with Santa.

'This year’s theme is Christmas Sweets and Treats!

Fine family fun in our friendly town. T
www.exploremississippimills.ca

lightupthenightalmonte.com

l{in{ail Pakenhaii
(ountry Christmas  Frost Festival

‘December 10, 2016, 11am-3pm Fanuary 2017
Nl of ‘Kantail “Pukenbam
Visit the Mill of Kintail Conservation Area for music, crafts, Winter fun with many events for all to enjoy! Dress warmly
stories, refreshments, Father Christmas and more! and bring the whole family — there’s something for all ages.
Call 613-256-3610 x 2 for details. www.mvc.on.ca www.exploremississippimills.ca

Mid-Winter LS

[¥iling SIS

SFebruary 25, 2017 April 1 &2, 2017
Almonte Pakenbam Area
Explore the delightful shops and cafés along Mill Street in Join us for this self-guided tour to celebrate Spring and enjoy
Downtown Almonte and sign up for some mini-treatments the creativity of local artists. You'll find tasty lunches along the
and self-awareness sessions. ~ www.midwintermilling.ca route, and Fulton’s Maple Shoppe too. www.mapleruntour.ca

-
For more information, please contact Tiffany MacLaren at tmaclaren@mississippimills.ca

or visit www.exploremississippimills.ca

the
December 2016 www.thehumm.com %
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Claiming
Column

Pakenham Frost Festival, Jan

12* Night Wassail, MERA, Jan 6
JazzN: Betty Ann Bryanton Trio, Al-
monte, Jan 14

BOTR: 24" Street Wailers, Westport,
Jan 20

Folkus: Garnet Rogers, Almonte, Jan 21
Celtfest Curling Bonspiel, Almonte,
Jan 21

SRO Tea Dance, Almonte, Jan 22
Auditions: The Tin Woman, Perth, Jan 23
A Comi-Cal Murder, CP, Jan 27-28
Wolak Donnelly Duo, Almonte, Jan 29
Scotland Road, Perth, Feb 2-12

Soup for Thought, Almonte, Feb 4
Hogtown Allstars, Westport, Feb 17

7 Keys to Baldpate, Perth, Feb 17-26
SRO Tea Dance, Almonte, Feb 19

No Sex Please, We’re British, SF, Feb
24-Mar 5

Coco Love Alcorn, Almonte, Feb 25
Mid-Winter Milling, Almonte, Feb 25
Steve Boudreau Trio, Almonte, Feb 25
AiC: Montreal Guitar Trio, Almonte,
Mar 11

SRO Tea Dance, Almonte, Mar 19
BOTR: Danny Brooks & Memphis Bros,
Westport, Mar 24

Ragged Flowers, Almonte, Mar 25

Petr Cancura Trio, Almonte, Mar 25
Wrong for Each Other, Perth, Mar
30-Apr9

Maple Run Studio Tour, Pakenham,
Apr1-2

The Tin Woman, Perth, Apr 17-26
Jerome Godboo Band, Westport, Apr 21
Folkus: Scott Merritt, Almonte, Apr 22
The Chalk Garden, SE, Apr 28—May 7
AiC: Paul Marleyn & Mauro Bertoli,
Almonte, Apr 29

Terry Gillespie Band, Westport, May 12
Rob Frayne Quartet, Almonte, May 27
The Spitfire Grill, Perth, Jun 1-11

Festivals &

Festival of Lights, Dec 2,6rM.Bonfire, fire-
works, food. Crystal Palace, Perth

Light Up The Night, Dec 2, 7pM. Xmas
concert, Santa, fireworks. Downtown
Almonte, 256-1077. Free

Santa Claus Parade,Dec 3, IpMAfter:free
skating, hot dogs, hot choc, Santa! Stewart
Community Centre, Pakenham. 256-1077

Santa Claus Parade, Dec 3, 5-7pm. Starts
at Sunset Blvd. Downtown Perth.264-0123

Parade of Lights,Dec 4,5rm.Then free skate,
hot dogs/choc, Santa (arena). Downtown
Almonte, 256-1077

Kintail Country Christmas, Dec |0,
[ 1am-3pm. Photos wiSanta, children’s-only
giftshop, stories by the fire, music, crafts,
refreshments. Mill of Kintail, Almonte. 256-
3610x2, mvc.on.ca. $15/vehicle

Visual Arts

WCAS’s Xmas $100 & Under Sale,Dec
2 (2-6pm), Dec 3 (9am-3pM), Dec 4 (12-3pM).
St. Paul's United Church, 3760 Carp Rd.,
Carp., westcarletonartssociety.ca

Algonquin Student Makers Market,
Dec 3, 10am-4pM. Algonquin College, Perth.
algonquincollege.com/sss

Nick of Time Artisan Show, Dec 3,
|10aM-4pM. McMartin House, Perth. sites.
google.com/site/nickoftimeinperth

Open Studio-Living Stones, Dec 3-4,
|0am-5pM. Sculptures. John Schweighardt
Studio, Lanark. livingstonessculptures.ca

Qo  Jrm.

WHAT'S ON IN

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Lily Swain [from Dec 13]

[9] Diefenbunker presents CANEX 1977 canteen,Anna Frian’s The Age of Atomic Anxiety
[®] Fairview Manor Lobby presents Wanderings,Ann Jezewski's mixed media [to Dec 12], Past and Present, paintings by

5] GristMill Gallery presents local artists, weekends Dec 3/4, 10/1 1, 17/18 <gristmillarts@gmail.com>

[8] Heritage House Museum presents their 35" annual art show <smithsfalls.ca/heritagehouse> [to Dec 23]
[8] MVTM presents Danielle Potvin’s penny rugs [to Dec 0] <mvtm.ca>
[¥ Sivarulrasa Studio & Gallery presents their 2 Anniversary Show <sivarulrasa.com>

[®] The Mississippi Mills Chambers Gallery presents Debra Tate Sears’ watercolour/egg tempera
[®] The Almonte Library Corridor Gallery presents Paul Saindon’s acrylics/urbanscapes

i\ Jimmy Tri-Tone Band, Barley Mow
& Karaoke Valley Food & Drink Co.
# Mahjong, Bolingbroke
e Mary Poppins, CP
Musicians’ Circle, Bolingbroke
& Open Mic, Alice’s Village Cafe

# 4-Hand Euchre, Bolingbroke

[W] Arts CP AGM, CP

% Audition: 7 Keys To Baldpate, Perth
) Carp Celtic Jam, Carp Masonic Lodge
B Duplicate Bridge Club, Smiths Falls

J‘ Brock Zeman & Blair Hogan,
O'Reilly's
# Green Drinks, Perth
¥ paint Nite, CP
B Duplicate Bridge Club, Smiths Falls
Town Singers Xmas Concert, CP

& Acoustic Stage, O'Reilly's

# Duplicate Bridge Club, Almonte
% CP Hort: Potluck/AGM, CP

& Karaoke, Golden Arrow

& Open Celtic Jam, Naismith Pub
& Shawn McCullough The Cove

8 A Christmas Carol, Perth
g Jazz at the Queens, Queens Hotel
Py Jimmy Tri-Tone Band, Barley Mow
& Karaoke Valley Food & Drink Co.
& Leahy, Sharbot Lake
# Mahjong, Bolingbroke
Murder by the Book, Perth
& Musicians’ Circle, Bolingbroke
J Open Mic, Alice’s Village Cafe
8 sleeping Beauty, Smiths Falls
# Youth Ctr Grand Opening, Almonte

# 4-Hand Euchre, Bolingbroke
5 Carp Celtic Jam, Carp Masonic Lodge
# Duplicate Bridge Club, Smiths Falls

# Adult Bereavement Group, Perth

& Brock Zeman & Blair Hogan,
O'Reilly's

¥ Hairspray!, Perth

[®] paint Nite, CP

# Duplicate Bridge Club, Smiths Falls

& Acoustic Stage, O'Reilly's

% Duplicate Bridge Club, Almonte
Karaoke, Golden Arrow

& Open Celtic Jam, Naismith Pub

& Shawn McCullough,The Cove

B Crystal Bowl Mediations, CP
Jimmy Tri-Tone Band, Barley Mow
J; Karaoke, Valley Food & Drink Co.
# Mahjong, Bolingbroke
Musicians’ Circle, Bolingbroke
) Open Mic, Alice’s Village Cafe

# 4-Hand Euchre, Bolingbroke
5 Carp Celtic Jam, Carp Masonic Lodge
# Duplicate Bridge Club, Smiths Falls

2 Brock Zeman & Blair Hogan,
O'Reilly's

& Perth Citizens’ Band Xmas
Concert, Perth

B Duplicate Bridge Club, Smiths Falls

& Acoustic Stage, O'Reilly's

% Duplicate Bridge Club, Almonte
Karaoke, Golden Arrow

& Nutcracker Suite & Carol Sing, Perth

& Open Celtic Jam, Naismith Pub

& Shawn McCullough, The Cove

& Jimmy Tri-Tone Band, Barley Mow
& Karaoke Valley Food & Drink Co.
& Karaoke, john St. Pub
Musicians’ Circle, Bolingbroke
& Open Mic Alice’s Village Cafe

% Christmas Bird Count, Pakenham

) Carp Celtic Jam, Carp Masonic Lodge

& Matt Dickson, Golden Arrow

2 Paradise City, Monsters of Rock,
John St. Pub

B Duplicate Bridge Club, Smiths Falls

& Brock Zeman & Blair Hogan,
OReilly’s

# Christmas Bird Count, Almonte/CP

] paint Nite, CP

# Duplicate Bridge Club, Smiths Falls

& Acoustic Stage, O'Reilly's

B Duplicate Bridge Club, Aimonte

J Betwixt and Between Dinner
Dance, Perth

2 Dutch Mason tribute, Valley Food &
Drink Co.

) Karaoke, Golden Arrow

2 Open Celtic Jam, Naismith Pub

& Shawn McCullough, The Cove

$ Karaoke, Valley Food & Drink Co.

& Open Mic, Alices Village Cafe

) Open Mic w/]Jimmy Tri-Tone
Band The Barley Mow

Glass Holiday Open House, Dec 4,
12pM-4pM, Ornament-making, cider; Santa,
fused glass. Current Works of Glass, | 12
Queen St., Almonte. 859-0100, cwog.ca.

Arts CP AGM,Dec 5,7pM.Snacks & social-
izing afterwards. Black Tartan Kitchen, 132
Bridge St CP.

Paint Nite, Tuesdays, 7pM. No experience
reqd. Waterfront Gastropub, CP. 257-
5755.$45

Heather’s Studio Xmas Open House,
Dec 10, 10aM-4pM. Heather's Studio, 2
Gould St., Unit 127, Smiths Falls

Youth

Almonte in Concert’s Youthful Music
Club, Dec 4, IpM.Youth perform; adults
perform for/with youth.Almonte Old Town
Hall. musicclub@almonteinconcert.com

Miracle on Main Street, Dec 10-11,7pm.
Kids' Xmas musical. Glad Tidings Pentecostal
Church, 160Wayside Dr., Perth.267-3295
x221, gtpcperth.com. Free

Hairspray!, Dec |3, 7:30pM. Academy for
Musical Theatre, performers aged 7-17.
Code’s Mill, Perth. musictheatre.ca. $12

Theatre

Mary Poppins,Dec |-2 at 7:30pM; Dec 3 at
2pM. Mississippi Mudds. Tix: Hallmark. CP
Town Hall. 250-2803. $20 (Nov 25 $15)

A Christmas Carol,Dec 2-3,8-10,8pM; Dec
4, 11, 2pM. BarnDoor Prod'ns. Full Circle
Theatre,Perth.267-1884.$22;$10 students

Panto:Sleeping Beauty:Dec 2,8,9,at 7:30pm;
Dec 3,4, 10, I | at 2pm. Family fun. Station
Theatre, SF.283-0300. $20/$10

Perth
Campus

Audition: 7 Keys To Baldpate, Dec 5,
7pM.7 men, 3 women. Barn Door Prod'ns.
Details online. Full Circle Theatre, Perth.
267-1884, barndoorproductions.ca

Murder by the Book, Dec 8-10, 16-17,
7:30pm; Dec 11, 18,2pm. Play - light-hearted
thriller. Studio Theatre, Perth. studiothe-
atreperth.com. $24, $10 students

A Mississippi Mills Christmas Carol,
Dec 16-17,7:30pm.Puppets Up! fundraiser;
comedy wi/lookalike puppets & people.
Ages |16+.Tix: puppetsup.ca, Baker Bob’s
or Mill Street Books. $25

Lanark Laughs, Dec 30,8-10pm. Stand-up
comedyWaterfront Gastropub, Carleton
Place. facebook.com/LanarkLaughs

Literature &

Author in Store: Dec 3 Gary Smith, Declas-
sified;Dec | | Ron Corbett, The Last Guide’s
Guide. | -3pM,Book Nook, Perth.267-2350

we build futures

Book Signing: Charlotte Gray,Dec 4,
I pM, The Promise of Canada. Fundraiser for
MVTM Textile Museum,Almonte.256-9090,
millstreetbooks.com. $5-$7

Book Signing: Claudia Smith,Dec ||,
2-4pm. Mill Street Books, Almonte. mill-
streetbooks.com

Book Launch: Lilly White, Dec 18,2pm.
Madness, Addiction & Love. Donations to
CHEO Mental Health. Heirloom Café,
Almonte. powerupyourlife@gmail.com

Local Food ®

Carp Farmers’ Christmas Market,
Dec 2 (3-8pm), Dec 3 (8am-2pM). Local
produce & crafts. Carp Fairgrounds. 786-
1010, carpfarmersmarket.ca

Almonte Farmers’ Xmas Market,
Dec 3,9am-3pm. Food, craft, gifts.Almonte
Com.Centre,almontefarmersmarket.ca
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Friday

Saturday

Sunday

% A christmas Carol, Perth e Mary Poppins, CP
<< Carp Farmers’ Christmas Market, Carp
¥ Festival of Lights, Perth
& FoSH: The Once, Secley’s Bay
& Gerry O’Kane, John St. Pub
.J‘ Jimmy Tri-Tone Band, O'Reilly's
¥ Light Up The Night, Aimonte
Logan Brown, The Cove
J' Matt Dickson, Golden Arrow
) Mississippi Blues Society Jam, \Waterfront Gastropub
& sieeping Beauty, Smiths Falls
# scottish Country Dancing, Perth
[ WCAS’s Xmas $100 & Under Sale, Carp

% A christmas Carol, Perth e Mary Poppins, CP
0 Gary Smith, Perth Brock Zeman, CP
[m] Open Studio, Lanark e Sleeping Beauty, SF
4&‘ Singles Dinner/Dance, Sk El Nick of Time, Perth
# Christmas House Tours, Perth, Carleton Place

»é’* Christmas Markets, Aimonte, Carp

% Santa Claus Parades, Pakenham, Perth

2 ‘A Sentimental Christmas Journey’, Arnprior
JA Country Xmas w/Shawn McCullough, The Cove
[u] Algonquin Student Makers Market, Perth

) Lynne Hanson,Valley Food & Drink Co.

[®] WCAS’s Xmas $100 & Under Sale, Carp

J' West Ottawa Ladies Chorus, Kanata ...and more!

?@ A Christmas Carol, Perth B Sleeping Beauty, SF
% Parade of Lights, Almonte B Singles Lunch, Almonte
¥ AiC’s Youthful Music Club, Almonte

D Book Signing: Charlotte Gray, Aimonte

[ Glass Holiday Open House, Aimonte

# Christmas House Tours, Perth, Carleton Place

g Open Mic w/Kelly Sloan, Ashton Pub

] Open Studio -Living Stones, Lanark

& Recital: flute & harp, Perth

2 Town Singers Xmas Concert, CP

# Victorian Family Christmas Party, Smiths Falls

[®] WCAS’s Xmas $100 & Under Sale, Carp

J' West Ottawa Ladies Chorus, Carp

B A Christmas Carol Perth & Tay Valley Choir, Maberly
e Sleeping Beauty, SF & Under the Covers, O'Reilly's

% A christmas Carol, Perth {2 Claudia Smith, Aimonte
(D Ron Corbett, Perth % Murder by the Book, Perth

8 A Christmas Carol, Perth

2 Glorious Sons, john St.Pub

% Murder by the Book, Perth

B sieeping Beauty, Smiths Falls

B Scottish Country Dancing, Perth

& Shawn McCullough & Wade Foster, The Cove

2 Steve Barrette Trio, The Swan at Carp
2 The Respectables, Golden Arrow
& Tom Watson, ORReilly's

2 Jeff Callery, The Cove

D Pet Pics w/Santa, Arnprior A Xmas Open House, CP

% Murder by the Book, Perth
Brea Lawrenson, Golden Arrow
2 Brent Dickie, Lumbertown Ale House
[9] Heather’s Studio Xmas Open House, Smiths Falls
J\ Jill Zmud,Valley Food & Drink Co.
¥ Kintail Country Christmas, Aimonte
¥ Miracle on Main Street, Perth
# Pediatric Cancer Awareness Benefit, Amonte
& Virgin Mary to the Child Jesus Cantata, Amonte

e Sleeping Beauty, SF
& Blues w/Redneck Limousine, Waterfront Gastropub
2 David Francey Xmas Show, Aimonte
& Goulbourn Male Chorus Xmas Concert, Carp
) Magnolia Rhythm Kings, The Royal Oak
¥ Miracle on Main Street, Perth
g Open Mic w/Kelly Sloan, Ashton Pub
Outdoor Lessons & Carols, Franktown
J The fiVe Woodwind Quintet, Pakenham
) Valley Voices Xmas Concert, Aimonte
2 Women & Men of the Tay Concert, Perth

% Pet Pics w/Santa, Arnprior

% A (Mississippi Mills) Christmas Carol, Aimonte

& Brent Dickie, Redneck Bistro

& Head over Heels, The Cove

% Murder by the Book, Perth

B Scottish Country Dancing, Perth
2 steel City Rovers, Smiths Falls

2 stephen Fisher, OReilly's

& Ted Lalonde, Golden Arrow

B A (Mississippi Mills) Ch
# Christmas Bird Count

% Murder by the Book, Pei

) Jazz Night w/Spencer Evans Trio The Cove

) Riley White, Golden Arrow
) Sneezy Waters, Valley Food & Drink Co.
S The Key Strings, Lumbertown Ale House

ristmas Carol, Almonte
, Rideau Ferry

rth

J APEX Jazz Band, The Royal Oak
& Blues w/Redneck Limousine, Waterfront Gastropub
(D Book Launch: Lilly White, Aimonte
% Murder by the Book, Perth
) Open Mic w/Kelly Sloan, Ashton Pub
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, Perth
S Sing-in the Season, CP
J Trad Song Session , Aimonte

& Lynn Miles & Kelly Sloan, Amonte
2 Danielle Hewitt, Golden Arrow

) Jazz Night w/Spencer Evans Trio, The Cove

B Merry Christmas!

# Christmas Bird Count,

2 Head over Heels, The Cove

% Lanark Laughs, CP

2 River City Junction, OReilly's

& Sshawn McCullough, Golden Arrow

;A Turpin’s Trail New
Jimmy Tri-Tone Band
New Year’s Eve Party

Golden Arrow

J NYE w/Alcoholica, John St. Pub

Year’s Eve, The Cove
, The Barley Mow
w/The Brockolees,

B Happy New Year!

Music @

Musicians’ Circle, Thursdays, 7pM. Musicians
only - all ages. ABC Hall, 3166 County Rd.
36, Bolingbroke. 273-9005. $5 for hall

FoSH: The Once, Dec 2, 7:30pm. Seeley’s
Bay Community Hall. 247-1188 x258,
thefestivalofsmallhalls.com. $30/$25adv

‘A Sentimental Christmas Journey’
Concert, Dec 3, 2pm. Big band The Wild
Cards. Grace St-Andrews United Church,
Arnprior. 623-3176, thewildcards.ca. $12

Brock Zeman CD Release, Dec 3,
8pM. The Carnival is Back in Town.Tix: SRC.
Carleton Place Legion, CP. brockzeman.
com. $15; $10adv.

West Ottawa Ladies Chorus, Dec
3, 7pm St Paul’s Anglican, Kanata; Dec 4,
2:30pM, Trinity Presbyterian, Carp.$20/$15

Recital: flute & harp,Dec 4,7pM.Dakota
Martin (flute) & Kristan Toczko (harp).
St Paul’s United Church, Perth. $20/$10

Town Singers Xmas Concert, Dec 4,
6, 7pM. St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
CP. cptownsingers.com. $12

Leahy, Dec 8, 6pM. Fiery fiddle music, dance
& song. Sharbot Lake Country Inn. 279-
2198.$70 dinner+show

Tay Valley Choir Xmas Concert,Dec
10, 7M. “An 1816 Christmas”. Maberly
Community Hall. $10

The Virgin Mary to the Child Jesus
Cantata, Dec 10, 7:30pM. Tix: jazzn.ca/
cantata-concert. Almonte Presbyterian
Church,Almonte. JazzN.ca. $20

David Francey Xmas Show, Dec |1,
7:30pm.w/Kathryn Briggs, Terry Tufts, John
Geggie. Almonte Old Town Hall. david-
francey.com. $30

Goulbourn Male Chorus Xmas
Concert,Dec | |,2pMW/ Interlude:Ken
Ramsden.Trinity Presbyterian Church, Carp.
goulbournmalechorus.com. $15

The fiVe Woodwind Quintet, Dec
I'1, 2pM. Music from Romeo & Juliet, folk
songs, Xmas. St Andrew’s United Church,
Pakenham. Freewill donation

Valley Voices Xmas Concert,Dec | |,
7pM.Tix: $10; $7 at Baker Bob'’s. Almonte
United Church, 106 Elgin St Aimonte

Women & Men of the Tay Concert,
Dec I1, 2pM. St. James the Apostle An-
glican Church, Perth. musicofthetay.org.
Freewill offering

Steel City Rovers, Dec 16,8pm. Celtibilly
band. The Station Theatre, Smiths Falls.
283-0300, smithsfallstheatre.com. $30

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols,
Dec 18,7:30pM.Choirs of St Paul’s United &
St James. St. James Anglican Church, Perth.
267-1163, stiamesperth.ca

Specialty Trades * Community & Health Studies * Business

On the web: algonquincollege.com/perth

Sing-in the Season,Dec 18,2pM.CP Com-
munity Band. Zion-Memorial Church, CP
.298-3953. Foodbank donation

Trad Song Session, Dec |8,2-4pMAnyone
can lead.The Barley Mow,Almonte. 355-
5552, dpbaril@gmail.com

Perth Citizens’ Band Xmas Concert,
Dec 20,7:30pm.w/Redhawk Rhythmics. St.
James Anglican Church, Perth. 256-4221,
perthband.ca. $5/$10 family

Nutcracker Suite & Carol Sing,Dec21,
7pMVal Leavitt & Brad Mills.Supports Yak &
Community Xmas Dinner.St Paul’s United
Church, Perth. By donation

Lynn Miles & Kelly Sloan,Dec 23,7-9pm.
Tix at Baker Bob’s. Fundraiser for youth
ctr.Almonte Old Town Hall. $30

Betwixt and Between Dinner Dance,
Dec 28,5:30-1 IpM. Dinner, live Celtic music,
called dancing. BVM Hall, 844 Stanley Rd,,
Perth.267-5353.$35

Pub Crawling p.21
Community @

Duplicate Bridge Club, Mondays 7pm,
Tuesdays 12:45pM. 256-4747. SF Legion
4-Hand Euchre, Mondays to Dec 19, 12pm.
ABC Hall, Bolingbroke. 279-1106

Duplicate Bridge Club,VVednesdays 7pm.
256-4747.Almonte Legion

Mahjong, Thursdays to Dec 15, 1:30pM.ABC
Hall, Bolingbroke, 273-2571. $5

Scottish Country Dancing, Fridays,9:30am.
All levels.McMartin House, Perth.264-2767

40 Plus Singles Dinner/Dance, Dec 3,
7pM. New D). Smiths Falls Civitan Hall, SE
285-5557, 40plussinglesdanceclub@gmail.
com.$10

Heritage Perth Christmas House
Tour, Dec 3-4, 10am -3:30pM. 8 homes.
$30 at Home Furniture (Perth), Crush
(Almonte). 267-7817

Xmas in CP House Tour, Dec 3, 4:30-
9:30pm; Dec 4, 10am-4pM. Decorated homes.
Tix:CP Nursery, Crush (Almonte), Gemmell’s
Fiwrs. CP Hosp fundraiser. $25

Downtown CP Open House, Dec 3.
Xmas specials, Mr. & Mrs. Claus, wagon
rides. Downtown Carleton Place. down-
towncarletonplace.com

Lanark Co. Genealogical Soc. AGM/
Potluck, Dec 3, 12pm. Speaker: Claudia
Smith. All welcome. Centennial Hall, 152
Church St., Franktown. Free

Tea & Talent Sale, Dec 3, |—4pM, Trinity-St.
Andrew’s, Renfrew. 432-2285

Gifts of Light Craft & Bake Sale,Dec 3,
10am-2pM. Kirkman House, 293 John St,
Arnprior. 623-7323

Valley Singles Lunch, Dec 4, |pM. Singles
lunch, all welcome. Superior Restaurant,84
Mill St Aimonte. 622-5693

Victorian Family Christmas Party,Dec
4, 1-4pm. Traditional décor & treats; Santa.
Heritage House Museum, SF. 283-6311,
smithsfalls.ca/heritagehouse

Green Drinks, Dec 6,5:30pM. Informal meeting
of environmental folk. Golden Arrow, 71
Foster St., Perth. GreenDrinks.org

CP Hort: Potluck/AGM,Dec 7,6pM.Bring
utensils. St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
Carleton Place. cphorticulture.ca

Youth Ctr Grand Opening,Dec 8,6-8pm.
Ribbon cutting & more. Mississippi Mills
Youth Centre, 134 Main St.,Almonte. info.
mmyc@gmail.com

Pediatric Cancer Awareness Benefit,
Dec 10,8pM- | Am. Live music, cash bar;silent
auction. Tix: Equator, Baker Bob’s, Nichol-
sons.Almonte OldTown Hall. $20 donation

Xmas Open House, Dec 10, |-4pm. Live
music, treats, displays. Carleton Place & Beck-
with Heritage Museum, CP.253-7013.Free

Pet Pics w/Santa, Dec 10-11, 10am-4pm.
Pets &/or families. By Arnprior Humane
Soc. At M. Sullivan & Sons, Arnprior. 623-
0916.$10-$20

Outdoor Lessons & Carols,Dec | |,4pM.
Followed by harvest stew at Centennial
Hall. St.James Anglican Church, Franktown

Adult Bereavement Group, Dec 13
(1-3pM, Community Home Support, Perth,
267-6400); no Smiths Falls this mo. Free

Crystal Bowl Mediations, Dec |5, 7pm.
Lifelong Learning series. Carleton Place
Library, CP257-2702, carletonplacelibrary.ca

Christmas Bird Count, Dec |7 (Rideau
Ferry), Dec. 26 (Pakenham), Dec 27 (CP,
Almonte, Ashton), Dec 30 (Lanark High-
lands). See article for details. birdscanada.
org/volunteer/cbc

the
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The fiVe Woodwind Quintet will be returning to
St. Andrew’s United Church in Pakenham on De-
cember 11 at 2pM. In their four previous concerts at
St. Andrew’s, they have delighted audiences with their
masterful playing and entertaining introductions to
a wide variety of classical, popular and jazz works.
For this year’s concert, entitled “Celebrate’, the
quintet will be marking the four hundredth an-
niversary of Shakespeare’s death by performing
music from Romeo and Juliet. Also on the program

(f

will be folk songs and music celebrating all that is
wonderful in life.

The quintet will be joined by the St. Andrew’s
Choir to perform Christmas and seasonal pieces,
and the audience will have a chance to sing along.
A freewill offering will be taken, and refreshments
will be served following the concert.

Members of the fiVe are Elsa Slater (flute), David
Sale (oboe), Gordon Slater (bassoon), Robert Brown
(French horn) and Angela Blackwell (clarinet).

oD ceF=oQlsy

Gifts for Coffee & Tea Lovers

The Nutcracker
in Perth

Christmas wouldn’t be complete without hearing something from
Tchaikovsky’s evocative Nutcracker Suite. Two Perth pianists, Val
Leavitt and Brad Mills, will be performing a four-hand arrangement
of the work on Wednesday, December 21, at 7pm at St. Paul’s United
Church in Perth, followed by a Christmas carol sing.

Val Leavitt is the Assistant Music Director at St. James Anglican
Church, and has a large private piano studio. Brad Mills is the
long-time Director of Music at St. Paul’s United Church and taught
music for many years at Carleton Place High School.

The two embarked on a project of preparing the challenging
work approximately two years ago, and have decided to make it
their personal contribution to the Perth Bicentennial year, which
wraps up at the end of December.

Tchaikovsky's ballet, The Nutcracker, premiered at the Marinsky
Theatre in St. Petersburg in 1892 to a less than enthusiastic response.
It was the suite that he extracted from the ballet that same year
that has made the music as familiar and popular as it has become,
particularly after Walt Disney featured it in his 1940 animated film
Fantasia. Eduard Langer, who taught piano to Tchaikovsky’s wife
Antonina Milyukova, completed the four-hand piano arrangement
in 1918.

The eight movements — Miniature Overture, March, Dance of
the Sugar Plum Fairy, Russian Dance, Arab Dance, Chinese Dance,
Dance of the Reed-Flutes and Waltz of the Flowers — all paint rich
images with gorgeous Romantic melody, harmony and rhythm.

Admission is by donation at the door, with proceeds going to
Yak Youth Services and the Perth Community Christmas Dinner.
St. Paul’s is located at 25 Gore Street West in Perth, and is handi-
capped accessible.

Loose-leaf tea glass, Dandelion FOOAS ... $22.95
Single-origin, small batch featured coffee, Equator Coffee Roasters........S15.50 & up
English Tea Shop boxed tea collections, Foodsmiths $24.99

Maple Chai tea, Fulton's Pancake House
Teapots by Chandler Swain, Ceneral Fine Craft
Gift certificates, Mill Street Crepe CoO...oooi oo

The Coffee Basket, Ottawa Valley Gift Baskets ...

Gifts for Do-It-Yourselfers

Vegetable fermentation kit, Dandelion FOOAS ...
Gift certificate for a class, Dragon's Lair Beads ...
Brush markers, Georgia D Art Biz

Whimsical felt creations by Dayle Van Alstine, Grist Mill Gallery
Assorted quilting kits, Textile Traditions
An Annie Sloan Chalk Paint workshop, Tin Barn Market............ooiii.

S OEERICE

Perth pianists Val Leavitt and Brad Mills will perform a four-
handed arrangement of the Nutcracker Suite on December 21

\
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New Bursary from the
Middleville Museum

The Middleville and District Museum established a bursary this

year to be presented to a young person to help further their post-

secondary education. The Museum is proud to present the bursary
to their first recipient, Karen Phillips, who has worked in many areas
of the museum over the past few years. Karen is shown above with

museum curator Alice Borrowman.

Gifts That Nourish the Soul

It's time for our
Annual
Customey Apprecmtlon
Party!
Satur(]ay, December 17 , 10AM—5pM

® Deals and Giveaways!
® Yummy snacks & refreshments!

UL SCENTS

(—-—‘] 42 Mi//Street, A/mam‘e ’:’ www.soulscents.ca %

1-800-347-0051

December Pub Listings

Valley Food and Drink Co. (Calabogie, 752-2676x31 1):
Thurs Karaoke 8-1 | pm, Fri/Sat Live music, 8pm
Dec 3 Lynn Hanson, $15
Dec 10 Jill Zmud, $15
Dec 17 Sneezy Waters, Xmas Dinner & Show $50
Dec 28 Dutch Mason tribute wi/various performers, $20
Redneck Bistro (Calabogie, 752-1888):
Dec 16 Brent Dickie
Golden Arrow Pub (Perth, 267-4500): 9pM.Wed Karaoke.
Dec 2,26 Matt Dickson
Dec 9 The Respectables
Dec 10 Brea Lawrenson
Dec 16 Ted Lalonde
Dec 17 Riley White
Dec 23 Danielle Hewitt
Dec 30 Shawn McCullough
Dec 31 New Year's Eve Party w/The Brockolees
The Cove (Westport, 273-3636)VWed Shawn McCullough, 7-10pm
Dec 2 Logan Brown, 6-9pm
Dec 3 A Country Christmas with Shawn McCullough Band,
7-11pm, buffet & show $35
Dec 9 Shawn McCullough & Wade Foster, 7-10pm
Dec 10 Jeff Callery, 7-1 |, buffet&show $30
Dec 16,30 Head over Heels, 6-9pm
Dec |7A Jazz Night Christmas w/Spencer EvansTrio, 7-| 1M,
buffet&show $35
Dec 23 Christmas Eve Eve Jazz Night & Ugly Sweater Party,
9-11pm, $5
Dec 31 ATurpin’s Trail New Year's Eve, 7pm- 1 aM, buffet, show,
party favours & bubbly, $50
The Swan at Carp (Carp, 839-7926):
Dec 9 Steve Barrette Trio, jazz, 7-10pm
The Royal Oak (Kanata, 591-3895):jazz on Sun, 2-5pM
Dec 4, |8 APEX Jazz Band
Dec || Magnolia Rhythm Kings

Naismith Pub (Aimonte, 256-6336):Wed Open Celtic Jam,
7:30-10pM
Carp Masonic Lodge: Mon Carp Celtic Jam, 7-9pm
Ashton Pub (Ashton, 257-4423): Sundays to Dec 18, Open Mic
w/Kelly Sloan, 2-5pM
The Barley Mow (Aimonte, 256-5669): Thurs Jimmy Tri-
Tone Band, 8pm
Dec 29 Open Mic wijimmy Tri-Tone Band, 8rM
O’Reilly’s Ale House (Perth,267-7994):Tues Brock Zeman
& Blair Hogan 8:30pM (x| 1/1); Wed Acoustic Stage w/Dave
Balfour 8pm
Dec 2 Jimmy Tri-Tone Band, 8:30pm
Dec 9 Tom Watson, 9pm
Dec 10 Under the Covers, 9pM
Dec 16 Stephen Fisher, 9pm
Dec 30 River City Junction, 9pm
Alice’s Village Café (Carp,470-2233): Open MicThurs, 7:30pM
John St. Pub (Arnprior; 623-8149):
Dec 2 Gerry O’Kane, 8/M, $10
Dec 3 Rumours - Fleetwood Mac tribute, 9:45pm, $10
Dec 9 Glorious Sons, 9:40pv, $27
Dec 22 Karaoke, 9pM, $5
Dec 26 Paradise City, Monsters of Rock, 9:45pm, $15
Dec 31 NYE w/Alcoholica, [0pM, $25
The Waterfront Gastropub (CP 257-5755): Sun to Dec
18 Blues w/ Redneck Limousine 3-6pM
Dec 2 Mississippi Blues Society Jam, 8:30pm
Queens Hotel (Carleton Place, 257-7639):
Dec 8 Jazz at the Queens, 6-9pm
Sharbot Lake Inn (279-2198):
Dec 8 Leahy, 6P $70 dinner&show
Lumbertown Ale House (Arnprior, 623-8885):
Dec 3 Rainwater Whiskey, 9pm
Dec 10 Brent Dickie, 7:30pM
Dec |7 The Key Strings, 9pM

This winter, let our licensed
Naturopathic Doctors,
Dr. Kealy Mann, ND and
Dr. Chelsey Corrigan, ND
help you achieve your health
goals. Some of our clinical
focuses include weight loss,
digestive concerns and
natural hormone balancing.
Visit our website or call for a
free 10 minute phone
consultation to see how we
can help you feel your best.

whole
mec

Medlcally Trained, Naturally Focused

Clinic locations in Pakenham and Kanata.

cme

i
CLINIC

156 MacFarlane Street, Pakenham

Merry Christmas

from

Mon-Fri B-4 | Sat + Sun 10-4

www.PaddyeMann.com | 613.624.5201
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Betwixt and Between Dinner Dance

Celebrate 200 years of Music, Dancing and Living in Tay Valley

The evening of December 28, betwixt and between Christmas and enjoyed. The Maberly group Lost for Words will start about how the settlers would have celebrated as a
New Year’s, will see a community dinner dance held at the BVM Hall out the evening with traditional songs and tunes from community. If you have never danced a traditional
in Stanleyville for Tay Valley residents and others wishing to celebrate our English, Scottish, Irish and Celtic background, dance, don’t worry. The caller directs the group

the 200% anniversary of the European settlement of this area. then the caller with The Ever Hopeful String Band clearly and a dance emerges from the chaos!”
Reeve Keith Kerr explains: “A community dinner followed by tra- will lead us in the dances of the past and present in To purchase tickets, or if you would like to vol-

ditional Scots/Irish ‘called dances’ was organized by Maberly area rounds, circles and squares” unteer, please contact the Planning Administrative

residents between Christmas and New Year’s for a number of years. Susan Freeman, volunteer organizer of the event, Assistant, Kristine Swaren, at 267-5353x129.

Tay Valley knew early on it wanted to end its 200" anniversary celebra- says: “I hope people come out and learn a bit more
tions with an even bigger Betwixt and Between event for the whole

community and our neighbouring municipal partners who make up .Q'
the Perth Military Settlement” M @(P%
The event will take place on Wednesday, December 28 from 5:30 to

11pMm at the BVM Hall in Stanleyville (844 Stanleyville Road), with a . .
traditional winter and harvest dinner served at 6PM. Dress is anything Glfts that are Mad‘e n the Va'"‘ey
between 1816 and 2016. Tickets are $35 per person, available from the Natural botanical eco-dyed silk scarves by Violetta Veljkovic, Bittersweet. $45-65
Tay Valley Township Office (217 Harper Road) or by phoning 267-5353. Whitewater Candles and Perth Soaps, BlackDIrd.............oo $4-$30
The Betwixt and Between theme continues through the music also. “Barns — A Reflection of Changing Times", Claudia Smith $2795
Councillor Jennifer Dickson, chair of the 200" Anniversary Working ‘ T T e e ‘
. g o . Pure beeswax candles, Dandelion FOOAS. ... $0.95-522 65
Group, points out: “Music from the 1800s to the 21 century will be ) . _
Cub Sweater; organic cotton & recycled poly, Duffield Design..........cocccevenee $159
Lathe-turned wood products by John Ward, General Fine Craft..................... $30-150
Barn wood feeders and nesting boxes, Gilligallou Bird INC..............cccoooiov. $75-140

Original mixed media paintings by Wayne Williams, Crist Mill Gallery ..$100 & up
“River of Gold" necklace, smoky quartz & tourmaline, Kehla Jewellery Design ... $2420

Recycled seatbelt shoulder bags by Mariclaro, MVTM Gift ShOp........cc.cccocciirnn. $130
The Lanark County Sampler, Ottawa Valley Gift Baskets.......ccooooooirn $64.95
Gift certificate for made-to-measure blouse, Paddye Mann Clothing................... $590
Beeswax candles, Reld Gardens ... S20
5"x7" photo reproduction on metal, The Silver Shingle ... $40 & up
Beautiful leather or silk jacket, Stréve DeSIgNS........ooocoioeeee e $115-695

Kitchen Pantry certificate, Valley Food & Drink CO. ..o $20-50
\_ o JJ

The Betwixt and Between dance on December 28 will feature music \ -\_/ D) G u
by the Maberly group Lost for Words, among others
[— /
Food & Dvinie , Co.

- ;,_
O/t S =
YOUR OTTAWA VALLEY DESTINATION RESTAURANT

and, Recennect tathe Jastes, Music, A Day Spa with a difference!
Culbtuwre and Heritage of the Ottawa Valley o | Hot Tubs, FAR Infra-red Saunas & Finnish Sauna
Lynne Hanson with guest Dan Artuso

e wanto 8| Holiday Speeial

Canadian folk singer and award winner Saturday Dec. 10 M . - )
W | ention this ad for a |
SneeZY aters Saturday, Dec. 17 54

* Legendary Ottawa troubadour, Christmas Dinner & Show Day Sp“. 2 'f‘)l"] Special e
- Dutch Mason Tribute Wed., Dec. 28 Bring a friend for free! d

With performances by Drew Nelson, Steve Lund, Steve Marrine

Steve Lauder, Guido Guzzo, Sean Burke, and more! : Lhour$20: 2Zhrs $30: 3-4 hrs $40
All shows start at 8pm : & - S De T $

Check facebook for dinner and ticket price details Gift Certificates Available

Sunday Brunch, December 11, 10-2
Karaoke every Thursday night, 8-11

TH JV/AL EY

Localed in Lanark Highlands (Watson’s Corners)

“Famous Fish & Chips” every Friday night 8- 11 ‘ circal891.ca 613-259-9988
_“Pint and a Pound” Speci

UYour @gawmthe(uaggey/ Come Pamr Y"__“l"Se[‘:

729 Mill Street, Calabogie (in Calabogie Lodge)
613-752-2676 x311 for tickets and reservations

info@thevalleyfoodanddrinkco.ca www.thevalleyfoodanddrinkco.ca e

o RRLANE PR
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Charlotte Gray in Almonte

History lovers and proud Canadians of all ages take
note: Charlotte Gray, one of Canada’s best-known
writers and author of ten acclaimed books of literary
non-fiction, is coming to Almonte.

Charlotte will make a presentation about her most
recent book The Promise of Canada: 150 Years —
People and Ideas That Have Shaped Our Country.
The author has woven together compelling portraits
of nine influential Canadians and set them within the
larger context of our shared history. Readers will get to
know characters ranging from Emily Carr and Tommy
Douglas to Elijah Harper, Naheed Nenshi and Shad,
and learn how their ideas contributed to our sense of
Canada. The book is lavishly illustrated so readers can
also enjoy a visual narrative of Canada’s development.

This event has been organized by Mill Street Books
as a fundraiser for the Mississippi Valley Textile

Photo by Valberg Imaging

Museum. It takes place on at the museum on Decem-
ber 4 at 1PM. Attendees may also enjoy the current
exhibit of A Penny Rug by Danielle Potvin.

Tickets ($5—$7) are available at Mill Street Books

on December 4 with her latest book,
The Promise of Canada. The event is a fundraiser for

Acclaimed author Charlotte Gray will be in Almonte

at 256—9090. the Mississippi Valley Textile Museum
 — o) s 2 G =~
Gifts for $100 & Under

Group of Seven and Tom Thompson coffee mug sets, Blackbird............ $25-S50
1-hour therapeutic massage, Body Poets Massage Therapy ... $90
Massage or Reiki and one hour of spa time, Circa 1894 B&B and Day Spa............ $99
Series pass to the 2017 season (4 concerts), Folkus Concert Series.............. $90
Tableware by pewtersmith Colin Hamer, Ceneral Fine Craft............ccocoo S$15 & up
Hand dyed & woven silk scarves by Judith Rygiel, The Grotto...........cccccorinen $99
Ukuleles!, Mississippi Mill Musicworks
Gift certificates, ReANECK BISTrO ..o
Gift certificate for a Witch Hollow workshop, Witch Hollow

\_—
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Don’t know what to get your loved one for Christmas?

How about getting them a nice relaxing spa treatment done
right in their own home? How nice would that be?
My services are: facials, body treatments (scrubs, mud, and wraps),
relaxing massages, manicures, pedicures, and more!

| go directly to the client. No need to leave their home.
| provide individual personalized care.
| use high quality salon products.
| provide services for seniors.

Gift Certificates available!
Doreen French, Professional Esthetician
613-853-6492 d_french@sympatico.ca

www.thehumm.com
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gift

baskets

Lise and Sandra

wish you a

sweelt
Savoury

season!

¢

party
favourltes

reglonal
cheeses
N2
S 4

89 Mill St. Almonte 613-256-5764

Check out page 35 for great

-

hostess
glfts 5

December Room Deals Sun-Thurs! 1 5% Off room rates includes breakfast (HST extra)

EveryWed. Wings 'n Tunes with Shawn McCullough (Country/Guitar), 6-9

Fri.Dec2 Logan Brown (Funky Folk/Rock, Kingston), 6-9

Sat.Dec3 A Country Christmas with Shawn McCullough Band (Country), 7-11, $35 Buffet & Show

Fri.Dec9 Shawn McCullough & Wade Foster (Country,Westport/Perth), 7-10

Sat.Dec 10 A Jeff Callery Christmas (Folk/Rock, Brockville) 7-11, $30 Buffet & Show

Fri. Dec 16 & 30 Head Over Heels (Guitar/Vocal Duo, Gananoque), 6-9

Sat.Dec 17 A Jazz Night Christmas with Spencer Evans Trio 7-| [, $30 Buffet & Show

Fri.Dec 23 Annual Christmas Eve Eve Jazz Night with Spencer Evans Trio (cameo by Jeff
Cowan) Ugly Sweater Party! Prizes! 911, $5

Sat.Dec 3| A Turpin’s Trail New Year’s Eve (East Coast Folk, Kingston) 7-1am, Buffet, Show,
Midnight Party Favours and Bubbly — $50/person

Celebrate the Season

a we Il do the dishes!

With a minimum of 20 penple yuu can bnuk The Crepene for yuur oun
private Christmas dinner party. We welcome parties on any evening, and
can customize the menu to suit. Please call us at 613-461-2737 and ask
for Wendy or Gord, or contact us at info@millstreetcrepecompany.com.




The holiday season is here again: a time to celebrate with family
and friends, a time to be grateful for all of our blessings, and,
perhaps most important of all, a time to give. Every December
now, oh, for the last ten years perhaps, my parents have said
to me, “We don’t want you to get us anything for Christmas.
We have all we need. We just want you to be well”

Happy and healthy, they mean — and I love their thinking.
It gets me to thinking that, above all, the best gift we can give
one another is love and friendship, kindness and compassion.
Giving is always good. And generosity matters.

Postcards from Perth

J/

by John Pigeau

With that in mind, there are some great organizations in Perth you
can give to this holiday season that do some pretty amazing things for
the community. Your gift to them, perhaps in the name of a family
member, will help others while strengthening the community.

The Table Community Food Centre is one of the organizations
I'll suggest donating to this Christmas (or whatever holiday you might
be celebrating). Ramsey Hart, Executive Director at The Table, says
donations are always gratefully accepted.

“Making a holiday gift donation to The Table is a great way to show
someone you care about them and that you care about our commu-
nity and the 2,000 plus people that benefit from our programs each
year,; Ramsey says. “Your donation will contribute to life-changing
programs that use the power of good food to build health, hope and
community, including the Good Food Bank, Community Meals, food
skills for everyone from toddlers to seniors, the After School Program,
Advocacy Office and Community Gardens.

Ramsey says it’s easy to give on behalf of a loved one too. “The Table
has regular and e-cards that can be used to share your generosity with
your colleagues, friends and loved ones”

Donations to The Table can be made online at <thetablecfc.org>,
or by dropping them off in person or mailing them to 190 Gore Street
East, Perth, ON K7H 1K3.

Another invaluable community resource is the Perth & District
Union Library. Lots of folks think of books, of course, when they think
of libraries, but libraries offer so much more than literature. They are
vital community hubs of information, imagination, and inspiration.

Erica Heesen, CEO and Chief Librarian at the Perth & District Union
Library elaborates: “The Perth & District Union Public Library works to
be a key to a stronger community by connecting people to information,
to each other, and by being a place for learning, discovery and growth.
Donations to the library are used to enhance library services, such as
collections and programming for children, teens and adults. You can
direct your donation to a specific cause or make a general donation.
Donations over $20 receive a charitable tax receipt”

The Perth & District Union Library is located at 30 Herriot Street in
Perth. Please note they will be closed from December 5 to 15 to make
some changes to their space. Visit their website at <perthunionlibrary.ca>
for more information.

When it comes to family and friends, why not give them the gift of
your time? Take them to dinner. Treat them to a night out. You could
do that early in December, too, when BarnDoor Productions stages
its adaption of Charles Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol.

BarnDoor is putting a fresh spin on this holiday favourite, which
promises to be “fast-paced, funny, moving, and above all entertaining
— an all-around crowd pleaser” The folks at BarnDoor will be using the
text from Dickens’ book, bringing his words back to the story. There
will also be songs, but they will be given decidedly modern beats that
should surprise and delight, one and all.

Performances will take place on December 2, 3, 8,9 and 10 at 8rMm
and December 4 and 11 at 2pm, at Full Circle Theatre, 26 Craig Street.
Reserved tickets will be $20; $22 at the door. Students and children
are $10. For information or to reserve tickets, call 267-1884 or go to
<barndoorproductions.ca>.

And if youd like to put something truly elegant under the tree,
why not ring in 2017 in style with your certain someone at the Perth
Manor New Year’s Eve Dinner? You will be greeted with party
favours at your table, and then wowed with a multi-course meal that
includes hors d'oeuvres, amuse-bouches, appetizers, soup, salad, an
entrée and dessert — the very definition of the whole nine yards! A
champagne toast at midnight is included, and there will be a cash bar
as well. There’s even a private dining room available for a group of
8-18. For more details or to reserve your spots, visit <perthmanor.
com> or call 264—0050.

So Many Ways to Give

There really are so many delightful ways to give.
Food is a wonderful gift. Bring someone a meal —
something delicious and comforting, or maybe some-
thing they wouldn’t normally make for themselves,
something special. Spend some time with them, too.
So many folks who live alone get lonesome at the
holidays. There is great joy in the seemingly simple
things, like sharing laughter and conversation. It
seems to me these are the gifts that people remember
and cherish most, with tremendous joy and gratitude.

Treats are nice too, like a yummy pie from Perth
Pie Co. or delicious cake from the Sunflower Bake
Shop. Seasonal flowers from Apropos on Foster
Street would be a lovely gift as well, sure to brighten
anyone’s holiday spirits. One of the nicest gifts I've
ever received was a gift certificate for a haircut and

a gentleman’s shave at a local barbershop. I bet the
Father & Son Barber Shop at the corner of Foster
and Wilson Streets would be the ideal spot for that,
and I bet any father, son, husband or friend would
be thrilled to get pampered!

Of course, there are a whole lot of events happen-
ing in Perth this month (which you can find on The
Humm’s event calendar): plenty of music, art, crafts,
theatre, and special shows and Christmas events. What
better time to be with family and friends, to share in
the joy of the season, no matter what you chose to do
over the holidays. Why, you could all shovel out the
driveway together! And hey, snowball fight!

However you spend the holiday season: be well,
give. And from my family to yours, from me to you,
cherished reader — Merry Christmas!

Gifts for Hosts & Hostesses

Adorable seasonal plants, wrapped and ready to go, Acanthus Floral............. $10-25
Sandblasted wine bottle tag, Current Works of Glass ... S8
Owl’s Brew holiday cocktail kit, FOOdSMItNS.........ccooooiiii $26.99
Cheese knife and marker set, LG. Le€ & SONS ... $26.50
Mugs, napkins, chocolates & more, PE&ches et POIVIE ... S10 & up
Matches in decorative boxes, Tin Barn Market ... $5.95 or 3/S15
Gifts for Outdoor Enthusiasts
Canada "Atlantic Salmon” Silver $20 coin, Alliance Coin & Banknote ... $99.95
45-min leg massage, Body Poets Massage Therapy ... $70
Squirrel Busters, GIllIgallou Bird INC ... $43-122
Vital Grill camp stove, LG. Le€ & SONS ..o $79.50
Alpaca socks & insoles by Alpaca Time, MVTM Gift SNOD ... $20-40
Metal animal tracking tool, The Silver SNINGIe ... S15
Made in Canada Quartz Nature jackets, Vamos Outdoors. ... $750 & up
N o/

=

Open
Daily
9-5
until

Dec. 24

December 4

CEDAR Hir

CHRISTMAS TREE FApy

Stunning cut-your-own or pre-cut Christmas trees
Handmade wreaths, planters & more
Unique giftware & decorations
Delicious homemade meals & tasty treats
Family fun & fresh air

Twilight Tree Night open until 8rm
December 3 Fire Prevention Day with local fire departments
Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides

Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides
Come meet Santa Noon-2rm

December 1 1 Come meet Santa Noon—-2rm

Free
Admission

Call Pam & Grant 613-256-3029

www.cedarhillchristmastreefarm.com

(Christmas memories are made at our farm

www.thehumm.com December 2016



Murder by the Book is a Hoot!

...and You Can Quote Us on That

Studio Theatre Perth is busy preparing a wonderful holiday treat for
you: a play that combines an entertaining evening with literary flare.
Appropriately entitled Murder by the Book, and written by Duncan
Greenwood and Robert King, it promises to entertain with its comic
variation of the classic whodunit.

Since the play is all about books and murder, we've invited the
public libraries in Perth and Smiths Falls, as well as Backbeat Books
and Music, The Book Nook and The Bookworm bookstores in Perth,
and Arlie’s Books in Smiths Falls, to be a part of this great offering.
Each establishment will feature the play posters alongside a display of
their favourite murder mysteries, as well as ballots for you to fill out
to win a pair of tickets to see this clever little play, where you will no
doubt marvel at the twisted plot and nimble wordplay.

We all have our favourite authors, many of whom have written
their own original thoughts about murder and mayhem. There are a
number of lines in Murder by the Book that are every bit as clever and
insightful as those of the masters. Allow me to pair up a few famous
quotes with cryptic lines from the play, to whet your appetite for an
evening of unpredictability and chess-like strategies.

In the words of Oscar Wilde: “Murder is always a mistake. One should
never do anything one cannot talk about after dinner” One could assume
that, according to Wilde, if a wife feels it necessary to murder her husband
because he won't give her a divorce, it would be acceptable as long as
it doesn't interfere with the sherry and cigars served after an enjoyable
meal. It may seem a little drastic, but if the dastardly deed is done with
professional flair, the husband would not be offended. In Murder by the
Book, one character explains that: “I've made such a good living out of
murder it would be churlish to cavil at finding myself the victim of one.
Only not the victim of an amateur, please”

In Hamlet, William Shakespeare wrote: “No place indeed should
murder sanctuarize; revenge should have no bounds.” There is so much
that needs to be revenged in this play. Greenwood and King note
that: “You've misjudged your man, you know. I'm afraid the insurance
money wasn't sufficient compensation for having to put up with you
for the rest of your life”

Bo gl Hotel e Re: l;|l||l'“| F |.“.I||rl

This sentiment in Euripides: “I love the old ways
best, the simple way of poison, where we too are
strong as men,” is also echoed to a certain extent in
the play: “These are the originals. I kept them just
in case. Of course, as you say, they’re completely
harmless”

A talented cast of well-known and new faces
from Perth, Smiths Falls and Ottawa will be happy
to entertain you, starting on December 8, for seven
wonderful performances. What a great early Christ-
mas gift: a ticket to see Murder by the Book, followed
on Christmas morning by a book recommended by
one of the local libraries and purchased from one of
the supporting businesses mentioned above.

Murder by the Book opens at the Studio Theatre
in Perth on Thursday, December 8, for seven per-
formances: December 8,9, 10, 16 and 17 at 7:30pM,
and December 11 and 18 at 2pm. Tickets are $22 at
the Book Nook (60 Gore St. E., cash only), and $22
plus convenience fee at Shadowfax (67 Foster St.,
267 6817, shadowfax.on.ca) and Tickets Please

Photo by Bruce Raby

Annie West and Guy Newsham rehearse a scene
from Studio Theatres Murder By the Book, opening
on December 8

11 Gore St. E., 4856434, ticketsplease.ca), both of
which accept in-store, phone, online and credit card
purchases. Tickets are $24 at the door, and $10 at
the door for students with ID. Attend opening night
and save $5!

Don't forget to pick up tickets to the play, and visit
the local libraries and bookstores listed above for a
chance to win tickets to this delicious little mystery.

(in the Matheson House Museum Visitor Centre, — ]ane Stott
Glfts for Parents
Quality bird seed, Gilligallou Bird INC........oooooooooee S17-53
30-min therapeutic massage, Kim Narraway, RMT ... S50
Gift certificates, REANECK BISITO .. ..o various
WiNd chimes, REIA GArTENS . ... eeeeeeesseeoee e see s eeesssssseess e sse s eeeseseneees $80

New Year’s Eve /_

Dinner

Multi-course dinner

with champagne toast at midnight

Cocktails: 8PM
Champagne Toast: 12am
Closing: 12:30Am

$100 per person |
(includes HST and gratuity, bar charges
|

23 Drummond St. West
613-264-0050 ext. 2

December 2016

www.perthmanor.com

@@@@

We are a small fresh food bistro
in the heart of Calabogie

serving craft brews and specialty wines.
Visit our on-site meat shop for takeout orders
prepared fresh daily.

*‘*Book your Christmas with us')“

Mondays: 11b of wings & draft Beau's beer, $11

All-you-can-eat Nights
Tue: Ribs + Thur: Fish ‘n" Chips + Fri: Prime Rib

(N

i
il
|

Special Events
Sunday, Dec. 11: 5 Course Pairing Supper
Friday, Dec. 16: Music with Brent Dickie

m.u..m:wn.. mmum‘

www.thehumm.com

rj n 12609 Lanark Road, Calabogie
Redneckhlstruca * 613-752-1888  daily i

Open 7am
until 10-11pm



As I sit and type this
message, the snow is
falling and the bright-
ness of the season is
definitely upon us. The
season for giving is
rapidly approaching, so
look through this issue of
theHumm and find your
perfect gift ideas. But
there is nothing quite the
same as a handmade gift.

Words From Westport

J

by Georgia Ferrell

Whether you knit or sew, paint or
sculpt, make your own greeting
cards or any other creative art,
there are a couple of things to
consider.

First of all, try to fit the gift to
the recipient as best you can. A
hand-knit muft for granny would
likely be very much appreciated,
but a — hold it a moment, I think
I am stereotyping here — never
mind, you get the picture I am
sure.

However, do consider the
interests and preferences of the
person to avoid gifting them with
an unusable or undesired item. Of
course this goes for a purchased
gift as well; however, our feelings
are not quite so invested in them.

From the organizers of Almonte Celtfest, l
we wish you a happy holiday season.

A,

7

CREATING BEAUTI
WOMEN'’S CLOTH

USING NATURA

The studio boutique is op

appointment. Contact Megan:

613-832-2512
|nfo@dufﬁeldde5|gn for:}

the

The second thing is to re-
member that once given, the gift
belongs to the giftee, so don’t get
your feelings hurt if it isn't dis-
played prominently for all to see
and admire.

For myself, and my friends, as
we have all reached a certain age,
we give gifts of food — specialty
items that perhaps are much loved
but a bit too expensive for the
senior budget. All in all, however,
this just fortifies the need to think
about what you are giving to
whom, and make sure it is won-
derfully appropriate.

A gift certificate to some of the
wonderful events at The Cove
<coveinn.com> would likely be
very much appreciated by music
lovers on your list. Some of the
fine events coming up in Decem-
ber include Logan Brown with
funky folk rock on December 2,
and A Jeff Callery Christmas fea-
turing folk/rock on the 10*. A
Country Christmas with Shawn
McCullough Band on Decem-
ber 3, and A Jazz Night Christmas
with Spencer Evans on the 17
are both only $35 each for buffet
and show — what a lovely early
present that would be!

If you want to give the gift of
both time and music, why not

%@t»‘%ﬁ

bring a friend to The Cove for
their Annual Christmas Eve
Eve Jazz Night with Spencer
Evans Trio on December 23, or
A Turpin’s Trail New Year’s Eve
featuring East Coast folk on De-
cember 31? And if you're looking
for tickets to put under the tree,
check out the 2017 line-up of
Blues on the Rideau shows at
<bluesontherideau.ca>.

Here in Westport, the Santa
parade will have already taken
place by the time you read this, but
my favourite aspect of the season
here — the lovely tree lit up on
Foley Mountain — will come to
life again. From my home, I can
admire the tree from the warmth
of my easy chair. When I first saw
it, years ago, I had no idea what
it was, but it has come to be the
symbol of Christmas in Westport
for me. I am sure, however, that

Time for Love, Hope, Joy, and Music

Why not give the gift of music, in the form of tickets to the January
Blues on the Rideau show at The Cove featuring the insanely talented
young singer and multi-instrumentalist Angelique Francis?

the spirit of this symbol crosses
all belief systems and brings cheer
and love to all who see it.

With that, I wish each and
every one of you a most blessed

and wonderful holiday with
friends and family. May your days
be filled with wonder and your
hearts with love.
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Glfts for Grandparents

Ravensburger large piece puzzles, The Book Nook.......
Gift certificates, Redneck BiStro ...
Books by local author Claudia Smith, Claudia Smith.........
Spa pedicure, Doreen’s Mobile Esthetics Services.................
Gift certificates, Mill Street Crepe CO...coocicicc
3'x6" Giant Colouring Roll, Mill Street Books ...
"Gift of Cheese" club, Péches et POIVIe. ...
Gift certificate for consultation with a Naturopathic Doctor, Whole Medicine ...$165

)
a gift of art is a

g
» K
gift from the heart
( ‘1_“9“\
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Thurs - Fri 5-8
Sat - Sun 11-4
Mon - Wed by appt

www.georgiadartbiz.ca

7 Spring Street
Westport, ON
613-484-2152

www.thehumm.com
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your family

and friends

Heritage Court
14 Mill Street, Aimonte ON

613-461-7333
December Hours

Mon-Wed 10-5
Thurs-Fri 10-7
Sat 10-5
Sun 114
CLOSED Dec 25, 26, 27

www.gilligalloubird.com

follow us on Youtube
instagram, twitter
like us on Facebook:
gilligalloubird.com

Great gift ideas for

Your backyard
Afra’;hg Slore .

=_7/

160 Preston Sreet
Ottawa, ON

613-695-7333
December Hours

Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat 10-5
Sun 11-4
CLOSED Dec 25, 26, 27
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The snow has hit. Love it or hate it, this is
the time of year to escape that frigid air and
see some movies. December is the month
for movie watching. Production companies
always keep their best for last, keeping the
movies fresh and hot for the Oscar nomina-
tions the following month. Some will be hits
and some will be misses, but the anticipation
for each never ceases.

On that note, the absolute best film I have
seen this year so far is Arrival. The film, from
Quebec filmmaker Denis Villeneuve, is unlike

Matt About Movies

J

by Matt Roche

anything you've seen in recent years. It harkens back
to the days when 2001: A Space Odyssey and Soylent
Green and The Day of the Triffids were expanding
our concepts of science fiction. Villeneuve is new
to the film scene but already has an unblemished
oeuvre. His films are all contemplative slow burns
that throw you for a loop (in the best of ways) in the
final acts. He wants to keep you guessing. His previ-
ous films Prisoners, Enemy and Sicario all provided
such effects and are brilliant expositions of control
and style, masterfully orchestrated. With Arrival,
Villeneuve has perfected his craft and brings us his
most mesmerizing film to date.

Arrival stars Amy Adams as Louise, a professor of
linguistics who is brought in to learn and hopefully
communicate with aliens who have unexpectedly
landed on Earth. She and a scientist named Ian
(Jeremy Renner, giving an altogether understated
performance) are led up into these hovering alien
spacecrafts by stressed-out Army Colonel Weber
(Forest Whitaker) to try and make contact with
these strange beings. The team calls these aliens
“heptapods” due to their seven legs. Communication
goes better than expected. Once Louise figures out
what it all means, it threatens her mind, and ours as
well, forcing us to think abstractly and subsequently
about our whole lives, our faith, the choices we make
and what the future holds for us. These “heptapods”
do not think of time in linear, sequential ways like
we do. And that is a key to the film. I dare not say
anymore for fear of spoiling the film, but what you
will embark on when seeing this film is a cerebral,
eye-opening journey of... well, 'm not sure. And that
is the genius of the film; it is left to interpretation.
Everyone will get something different from the film.

Based on Ted Chaing’s short story Story of Your
Life, Arrival brings us slow, skillfully paced sus-
pense until we finally get to engage the aliens. The
scene where the humans enter the alien craft is
spellbinding. They enter the craft through a hallway
of sorts where the gravity changes and the team are
suddenly shifted 90 degrees. It’s filmed like a sci-fi
ballet. Indeed, I was reminded of the Fred Astaire
film Royal Wedding (1951) with the magnificent
scene where Astaire dances up the wall and onto
the ceiling. But in Arrival, the scene is unbelievable.
When the gravity shifts and Ian lets out an awe-struck
“holy £**k’, I couldn’t have put it better myself. Those
words fit perfectly to every aspect of the film. I'm
not going to say any more, but go out and see this
movie. Immediately.

Another great film is playing in theatres right now
— Mel Gibson returns to the director’s chair after
a decade (and it was worth the wait) with Hacksaw
Ridge. The film centres on Desmond Doss (Andrew
Garfield, an overused actor in my opinion, but one
who delivers his best performance to date here),
the first and only conscientious objector to win the
Medal of Honor for single-handedly saving over 70
wounded soldiers while facing almost certain death
at the Battle of Okinawa during WWIIL.

The film showcases two of Gibson’s favorite sub-
jects: religion and violence. And both are in excess
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here. Private Doss takes the commandment “Thou
shalt not kill” literally. While he finds the war some-
what justifiable, he does not find killing justifiable,
no matter what, and volunteers to help his country
— on the front lines, no less — by saving men, not
killing them. He is at first berated and ostracized by
his sergeant (Vince Vaughn) and his fellow soldiers
for not even wanting to touch a gun, but once his
courage and grit are on full display in battle, everyone
realizes how wrong they were.

The battle scenes are some of the most gruesome
and realistic put on film since Saving Private Ryan,
and Gibson puts you right into the middle of the
horror of war and never lets you go. It is the kind of
Hollywood fare that the Oscars love, so keep an eye
on this one. And I'm thrilled Gibson is directing again.

Surreal sci-fi thinkers and war movies aside, we
have one of the most touching and honest films I
have seen in a long time, Jeff Nichols’ superb Loving.
Nichols’ films are contemplative and are purpose-
fully paced and framed to tell his story his way. No
scene or dialogue in the final cut is gratuitous or
ill-advised. Everything that is needed is there. No
more, no less. Nothing feels strained or unnatural
in his films. Nichols has quickly become one of the
finest filmmakers working today, and Loving is by
far his most tender film to date.

Ruth Negga and Joel Edgerton star in Loving

It tells the true story of Mildred and Richard
Loving (Ruth Negga and Joel Edgerton), a married
interracial couple in the early 1960s, right around the
time of the civil rights movement, who are banished
from their friends and family in Virginia because the
state feels strongly that interracial marriage is wrong
and that bringing mixed race children into the world
is an even greater sin. What the state and the courts
failed to see is that love transcends race. These two
people love each other and will do anything to be
together. That’s true love. They just want to be left
alone and raise their family like everyone else. While
the outcome is a positive one (they took their case to
the Supreme Court and changed the laws on inter-
racial marriage), the journey is hard on the family,
and on the audience too.

Speaking of civil rights, we have yet another as-
tonishing film about racial equality in the U.S., Ava
DuVernay’s brilliant documentary 13%, about the
13" Amendment of the United States Constitution,
where it states that “Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof
the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist
within the United States.” The fact that this amend-
ment has been essentially ignored and/or abused
is absurd. Director DuVernay (Selma) has outdone
herself here. She has pieced together interviews and
archival footage to make her point on the matter
crystal clear, and the result is unnerving and startling
and very educational. What African-Americans have
been through over all these years has never been
displayed or explained more vividly or more pas-
sionately than it is in 13*. It has been produced by
and can be seen on Netflix, which is a smart move
in getting it circulated more widely. It needs to be
seen. It will be one of those rare films that will be
mandatory viewing in high schools. Or should be, at

www.thehumm.com

It’s Oscar Contender Time...

least. I will also say, with absolute assurance, that 13" will take home
the Oscar for Best Documentary.

These are just a few of the wonderful films available for viewing this
holiday season, and carving out some time to see them will be more
than worth your while. I cannot recommend either of them highly
enough. Oscar season is upon us and it’s looking good.

RMXA <{j> )

essu:a’s
SYRIAN FOOD

Catering & Pick Up Orders

(please allow 48 hours for orders)
<ﬂ 613-371-1230

The Perth Citizens Band
@EHRISTMAS EONCERT

Guest performers: The Redhawk Rhythmics

Tuesday. December 20. 7:30pm
St.James Anglican Church, Perth
$5/person $10/family

More information at 256-4221 or www.perthband.ca

RADWAN MUSTAFA

\UPHOLSTERy
Custom Upho|stery
Qe—Up|'m|stery & Refurbishment

Curtains « Slipcovers

Ve
F

jessicassyrianfood.com JéW

Joice & Sin(g Noe/

w1tﬁ the Goufﬁoum ‘Male Chorus

9 OOym

-~ / Trinity Presbyterian Church
1817 Richardson Side Rd., Ottawa

Tickets only $15 — avaialble from our memmers,
Brown'’s Independent Grocer and Gaia Java in Stittsville
or online at www.goulbournmalechorus.com

Janice Aiken

Registered Massage Therapist

29 Years experience
Specializing in:
Treatment-Oriented
Massage and
Myofascial Release

-

=

-\\‘.. - /

1598 Ramsay Conc. 1
10 minutes west of Almonte

%
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www.janiceaikenrmt.ca

613-256-6243
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g Weetabix recently reported on a new chef with a new venture;
‘e[| itis now our pleasure to report on a well-established chef
‘a|| with a new venture. Many of you know Richard and Brandy
O|| Kletnieks’ excellent dining establishment, the Heirloom Café

and Bistro in Almonte. The couple’s restaurant has attained
significant stature in the National Capital Region and will be the
subject of a future article. On a recent visit, Weetabix noticed
a discrete display of jars with an unfamiliar logo. Investigation
revealed that the “Almonte Canning Co. is a new vehicle for

J

by Sebastian Weetabix

Richard’s talents that takes him away from daily presentations to a live
audience and into the no-less-exacting realm of enhancing “at home”
dining. With the help of the editor of this fine publication, Weetabix
is very pleased to provide assistance with your holiday shopping as
Richard offers answers to the eternal vexatious question: What can [
get [name here] for [occasion here]?

Sauces and condiments can make or break a meal. The difference
between satisfactory food and truly satisfying food is frequently a matter
of subtle flavours and textures brought to the otherwise mundane. Home
cooking is often good cooking, but not as often great or memorable
cooking. Many of us who strive as amateur cooks are all too aware of falling
short in comparison to professionals in our acquaintance. Assuming that
one starts with quality ingredients and avoids degrading them by poor or
inappropriate technique (overcooking is only one of the common sins),
how is it that so many cooks fall short in the “wow” department? Are
our senses tricked by surroundings or our psyches so sensitive to being

TO RENT

One of the Most Picturesque Condos in Millfall
2 Bedrooms + Den, 2 Bathrooms
Ensuite Laundry, One Parking Spot

Available Now

613-256-8309

Swarbrick Law

DECK THE HALLS
WITH BOUGHS OF HOLLY...
Fa Law, Law Law
Law
Law, Law, Law,
Law.
W
Happy Holidays!
Family Law

Mediation
Wills & Estates

85 Little Bridge St.
Almonte

613-256-9811

www.familyfocusedlaw.com

Fine Dining... in a Can!

served that we are simply suckers for the elegance of
a restaurant setting? Weetabix thinks not.

An experimentalist at heart, Weetabix retreats to
his kitchen via a short visit to a grocery store and
quickly validates the basic premise of this article:
sauces and condiments DO make or break a dish. A
simple plate of lightly grilled chicken breast became
significantly more satisfying when accompanied
by some peach chutney, and significantly less so
when slathered with ketchup. There are some cases
where well enough should be left alone (raw oysters
come to mind), but in general, modest amounts of
sauces and condiments add interest and depth to the
base. Pasta in all its varieties is so closely associated
with sauces that it is fabricated in shapes designed
to embrace an appropriate amount of sauce. The
union of main course ingredients with sauces and
condiments is critical to good cooking, and elevates
it from simply providing nutritional availability of
basic components such as proteins and starches,
to an art that can greatly enhance the fundamental
biological function of eating. (Note to editor: there
are other fundamental biological functions arising
from ingestion of food, but Weetabix is too delicate
of sensibility to even think what you are thinking he
might be thinking.)

Sauces, condiments and the combination of them
with basic ingredients and preparation techniques
allow and encourage wide-ranging discourse. Books
have been written on these subjects. Wine pairings
are simple by comparison — although the making
of fine wine is comparably demanding to the making
of fine cuisine. At this point the worthy editor puts
a stop to Weetabix’s prolixity and demands he gets
to a point so, here it is:

-

Cosy Klippan blankets, BlackDird ... $180-$360
Gift certificate for a 4-week glass fusing course, Current Works of Glass.......... $160
Eagle Sweater; organic cotton & recycled poly, Duffield Design.........cccooc... $298
Hanro Swiss cotton nightgowns, Paddye Mann Clothing..........cccocovoviccn $190
Works by local and Canadian artists, Sivarulrasa Gallery ... various

Gift certificate for consultation with a Naturopathic Doctor, Whole Medicine ...$165

The Almonte Canning Co. invites you to take a bit of
Heirloom Café home in a jar!

You can take a bit of Heirloom Café home in a jar.

Beginning with an offering of eight condiments
and sauces, packaged in handy 500ml jars and priced
comparably to an inexpensive bottle of wine, the
Almonte Canning Co. can enhance your home dining
experiences and provide an alternative to the cer-
emonial gift of a bottle of wine to your hosts.

It is a great holiday gift and, if you feel expansive,
several bottles of a favourite or an assortment can
raise the level of your perceived generosity to that
which rivals hosting a potlatch. Finally, Weetabix
confesses to having simply opened a jar of Richard’s
excellent peach chutney and consuming the contents
— very satisfying and no hangover! So, here is an
answer to a holiday problem and a solution for year-
round improvement of home dining experiences.
Best to all for the New Year!
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Gifts for Over $100
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New to the Community?
New Bahy?

Contact Welcome Wagon Today!

It's absolutely FREE!

Bringing Local Community information & gifts

ELCOME*
AGON

visit our website to register:

5]
CHRISTMAS
QUILTING %

20 Decorative
Frojects

26 Mill Street

*ANTIQUE-

MARKIET 613-256-1511

www.thehumm.com
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Paint Your “Art” Out at the Museum!

Raise your glass and your paintbrush and leave your
mark at the next Lushes with Brushes: Paint Night
on December 8 from 7 to 9pM. Bring a friend or some
coworkers and spend a memorable night relaxing and
creating your own masterpiece! This event makes for
a wonderful Christmas gift or simply a great night
out with the office.

For over a year the Heritage House Museum
has been hosting Lushes with Brushes, which has
become a favourite in the community due to the
relaxed environment, delicious refreshments, and
talented instructor, Jenine McCann. In this install-

ment, Jenine will be guiding guests as they recreate
their own version of the Winter Cardinal painting.
Jenine grew up in the Westport area and has
followed her career to Carleton Place, where she
currently works as a chiropractor. Art has always
played a role in Jenine’s life, but it was only in the
last four years that she has truly developed her love
for painting with acrylics. Inspired by landscapes
and wildlife, Jenine incorporates different textures
and many bold colours in her work. Her techniques
are always changing and developing, and she finds
this to be one of the most exciting features of art.

No painting experience? No problem! The event welcomes all paint-

ers, no matter
provided by th

their level of experience. Supplies and refreshments are
e museum. The only suggestion is that you wear clothing

you feel comfortable painting in.

Looking to
Lushes with B

give a unique gift this Christmas? The museum has
rushes gift certificates available for purchase!

So grab a friend, a paintbrush, and a glass, and join the museum for
this fun event! Pre-registration is required, and you must be 19 or older to
participate. Doors open at 6:30PM. For more details or to register, please
contact the museum at 283-6311 or <heritagehouse@smithsfalls.ca>,

ordropinat1

1 Old Sly’s Road, Smiths Falls.

_"_v y EATERY

o

C ol O

Gifts for Food Lovers & Cooks

New Year's Eve Party §
with The Brockolees |

: 2
Set of 4 Jadeite swirl bowls, Amonte Antique Market. . §150 ?:;:1(1) 1gr133e_c2116n7r1e::2r1?: Zstzosr':;r?/eers on &
Organic, pasture-raised turkeys, Cedar Hill Christmas Tree Farm...................... $5.50/1b
Now Design honey pot and dipper, FOOASMItNS.........c...oioooo e $12.99 Call to reserve your
Maple BBQ sauce, Fulton's Pancake HOUSE ... S10 5
Hand carved spoons by Bram d'Hoest, The Grotto ... $10-45 ChrlStmas Party
Mason Cash mixing bowls, L.G. Lee & Sons......_________ $2750-64 50 for up to 80 people! r
Gift certificates, Mill Street Crepe CO....ooooeeee various 71 FOSTER ST., PERTH 613-267-4500 GOLDENARROWPUB.COM
The Gourmet Basket, Ottawa Valley Gift Baskets. ... $82.95 e T —
Fine food gift baskets, PECNES €t POIVIE ... $25 & up y Burt vailable at:
Gift certificates, RedNECK BISTrO ... various AB'\;W;?zbz?ﬁgls,T’;h The Middleville Museum
Gift certificates, Valley FOOd & DINK CO....ovvvoviiooceeeee $20-50 Snowdrifts and Sleigh Bells T:_E:;Zi;t I;ESS::SE
. — The Book Nook, Perth
Glfts for Hquands Heritage House Museum,
Steel Christmas tree stands, Cedar Hill Christmas Tree Farm ................... $50-$120 - Smiths Falls
60-minute relaxing body massage, Doreen's Mobile Esthetics Services............ $60 M'?i'iiffn'ﬁ\':ﬁfgnixet"e
Biofreeze cold therapy pain relief roll-on gel, Hands on Healing........cccccocovce.e s21 Balderson Village Cheese
Sterling silver and 18k gold tie bar w/ faceted onyx, Kehla Jewellery Design...$240 Clayton General Store
45-min therapeutic massage, Kim Narraway, RMT ... $70 Hopetown General Store
An evening of whisky and Ludwig fine chocolate pairing, Péches et Poivre......S50 . .
Lanark Sheepskin slippers, in sizes up to 14, Riverguild Fine Crafts............ccccocc... $88 Book S|gn|ng
Gift certificate for suede shirt, ST€ve DesignS. ... $465 Saturday, December 11
Anything Kuhl: shirts, sweaters, pants, Vamos Outdoors.........ccoociccee. $49 & up Mill Street Books, Almonte

TchaikovsKy’s
wlcracker

Sucte

for
Four-Hand Piano

followed by a

Carol Sing

Val Leawtt
Brad M|IIs

Wednesday

December 21, 7pm
St. Paul's United Church, Perth

" boughs of hoIIy,
. freshgreens, wreathsand |
. poinsettias for all your 3

is NOW OPEN and has a super selection
of Unique Christmas Omaments,
Great Gardening Gifts & much more.
You're sure to find something
for everyone on your list!

Tis the season
to be jolly,

with a perfect freshcut -
Christmas tree just for you.
Be sure to come visit us!

: Donations at the door to YAK
and the Christmas Community Dinner

-3' f F|nd uson Facebook/Reld Gﬁens -

December 2016 www.thehumm.com
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DECEMBER 3 iw eioice and Sing with the

ALMONTE COMMUNITY CENTRE G lb M l Ch
E el Goulbourn Male Chorus

The popular Goulbourn Male Chorus is preparing Members of the chorus come from the Ottawa

for its Christmas Concert, which will take place at Valley — Carleton Place, Calabogie, Almonte and
Check out pasge 13 for {1 Trinity Presbyterian Church, Richardson Side Road Constance Bay — as well as Stittsville, Kanata and

in Kanata on Sunday, December 11 at 2pm. Once Ottawa West. The chorus has built a regular follow-
again audiences will enjoy the rich harmonies of ing now through its spring and Christmas concerts
male voices in a variety of seasonal pieces covering and its sing outs at seniors’ homes, as well as other

Itls K leII l's a range of genres from classical to humorous, and events. Watch for them during next year’s Canada
' a lot in between! 150 celebrations!
- Special guest this year is Ken Ramsden — a popular Tickets are $15 (children under 12 are free), and
Blrthday local singer, songwriter and storyteller, who will be are available at Gaia Java and Brown’s Independ-
the master of ceremonies and guest entertainer. The ent Grocer in Stittsville, from members and at
s al c ! a cappella ensemble Men of Note will also perform. <goulbournmalechorus.com>.

Please join us on
January 6 &7 | | Gifts for Music Lovers
9:30am to 5pm ) All dav Series pass to the 2017 season (4 concerts), Folkus Concert Series....................... $90
special discounts! Kelly Prescott’s new EP “Hillbilly Jewels”, Mill Street BOOKS ... S7
UP TO 40% OFF Ukuleles!, MissisSippt MIll MUSICWOTKS.........cccc.coiiennsisieseesess $36.95 & up
** Cash & Debit preferred ** Admission gift certificate - good for any show, Valley Food & Drink Co......... $20
Donations to .
Food Bank & LAWS Gifts for Art Lovers
ngilad:lfs i;::::::e:i' (T t ! Paintings by Kathy Haycock, Jerome Coulas, & others, Bittersweet ... $160-1000
» ’ EXL1Le Unique Wire and Bead Trees, Dragon’s Lair Beads ... §75-$125
_ (Tllr‘ a dl tI ONS Chemex coffee brewers (a work of art!), Equator Coffee Roasters...........ccco.e $44
.\% i el Original Canadian art prints, General Fine Craft ... $40-300
— Tri-Art acrylic paints, Georgia D Art BiZ ..o S6 & up
87 Mill SU’EEL Almonte ¢ 956-3007 Fine art photography c?n canvas by Barbara Jordan, Grist Mill Gallery .....5100 & up
o R Rt A R M e Colourful collage by Pieter Doef, The GrottO ... $475
= - - — Etchings by Franc van Oort, Riverguild Fine Crafts ... $75-200
Works by local and Canadian artists, Sivarulrasa Gallery ... various J
c J)

Y0 e (O

Still Looking for that Perfect Gift?

Jf;”"'r rf (J‘f’nu ;,_;Ijn r[(},ur I( fﬁf({(’,(‘fy (.r‘ If{;//n;j,—.?

Looking for that perfect gift idea? Consider ordering a gift * This year

basket from Ottawa Valley Gift Baskets. Baskets are

comprised of area products, including Balderson Cheese, G 1ve the G lft Of H'E“ﬂlth
Equator Coffee; Hall's Apple Market sparkling apple Gift Certificates are available

cider; Mississippi Meadows Honey; Just Wing'lt sauces; for everyone on your list!

Major Craig's Chutney; michaelsdolce gourmet jams;

Paul's Maple Products; Perth Pepper & Pestle jeIIies and __. - ; Chjrﬂpraﬂtic . Acuplmcture . Cranjapath}y

mustards; PUREST pancake, muffin and scone mix; and
Village Treats chocolates. Select from many basket ideas
ranging in price from $30.95 for the Lil’ Taste O’ The
Valley to $199.95 for The
Office Commendation — or
let us design a custom basket
creation for you! We deliver
locally and ship throughout
Canada using CanadaPost
and FedEx Ground.

(613)251-0833  www.ottawavalleygiftbaskets.ca

the
\J}E—%\' www.thehumm.com December 2016

Facial Rejuvenation (non-surgical facelift)

Registered Massage Therapy

Nutritional
Supplements

and more!
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¢ Christmas Shopping
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0
o| Remi
°| Reminders
o
=< (| Asweramp up our busy schedules to include you, while you stress in the kitchen preparing a
= || Christmas shopping, I wanted to pass on complicated feast.
dé some reminders from your loved ones: 6. Your local shops may not have dresses, ice scrap-
w»n || 1. Wewould rather you arrive late than have ers, and chocolate all under one roof, but what
o a car accident. they do have are great gifts and helpful staff who
al| 2. We would rather you take an hour to will help you find just the right thing! Plus, shop-
o respond to our text/call than have a car ping there supports the local shop owners and
n accident. local staff, which in turn supports the town’s tax
3. We would rather you call us for a lift at base as well as benefiting the other shops where -t
_/ 1AM than drive unsafely. the first shop’s staff will then do their shopping... El" l:nrtllh:atan l"a“ahl'
7. And a personal request from me... Please tell [JEARIClEI T8N T LT 613-256-3495
by Rona Fraser these shops/events when you've seen their ad
in theHumm. Shopping there then supports the
4. We would rather receive a small token of your local shops, local staff, local paper, and staft of
affection than have you increase your debt load said local paper! That’s, like... getting four birds
by buying extravagant gifts. Of course, if you can with one stone! [Note: no birds were harmed in
afford it... knock yourself out! the writing of this article.]

5. We would rather spend time with you, eating a
simple meal, than hang out at your house without

7\ ‘Q’ N

Gifts for Kids o [ n TR {
Great Pretenders dress-up, The Book NOOK ..o $5-35 Wﬁﬂ’”%t HO ]Oﬂy W]S ] eS
Lucky Christmas tree spiders, Dragon's Lair Beads ... $6 51 Gore 5t., East, Perth ® 267-5237

Easy-to-build wooden toys, L.G. L.e€ & SONS. ... $14.95
Ukuleles!, Mississippt Mill MUSICWOTKS ... $36.95 & up Check out page 26 for great
Gifts for $25 & Under

Unique ornaments and decorations, Cedar Hill Christmas Tree Farm............... $4-550

1-hour spa visit with hot tubs & saunas, Circa 1894 BB and Day Spa.............. $20

“By Word of Mouth — Snowdrifts and Sleigh Bells”, Claudia Smith.................... $1750

Fused glass tree ornament, Current Works Of GlaSS..........ccccooceoeoccicceeesiccee e S8

Fairtrade earrings, great for stocking stuffers, Equator Coffee Roasters............... S10

Purple Urchin soap & bath cubes (made in Ottawa), Foodsmiths......... $5.99 & $4.49

Blue Q soft combed cotton socks, The Green COUNET . ... S17

Traumacare homeopathic pain relief care, Hands on Healing ... S24

Minature quilted items by Nadine Sculland, MVTM Gift SNOD..........cccccorvvcrriren S2-7 | hats & purses
Gardening gloves, Reid Gardens ... various At
Smartwool Merino socks, Vamos OUIAOOTS ... $23.99
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St. James the Apostle Anglican Church

12 Harvey Street, Perth ~ 613-267-1163 ~ stjamesperth.ca ¥ P E | S

MASSAGE THERAPY
ALMONTE fl

Award-winning clinic with
Almonte location!

Ellen Symons, rRMT delivers focused and
effective treatment with deep tissue, fascial,
and relaxation techniques. Her Body Poets
clinic in downtown Ottawa (10 RMTs, founded
2004) was voted Top Massage Therapist 2016".  Satu rday hours

S

Ellen Symons, rMT
Registered Massage
Therapist

Ellen is delighted to work both in Ottawa and ilabl
Sunday, December 18, 7:30 p.m. At vher e e atere
Cﬂmbined Chnirs U'f Call 613-222-0465 Or book online: www.bodypoets.com

St. James’ & St. Paul’s Uniced Charch
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Classic Theatre Festival’s 2017 Season

On the heels of its award-winning 2016 summer season, the Classic
Theatre Festival is gearing up for a 2017 theatrical celebration with a
nod to Ontario’s and Canada’s 150" anniversary.

The Perth-based professional company — which garnered Capital
Critics Circle Awards nominations for Best Actress (won by Lana
Sugarman), Best Actor (William Vickers), Best Production (Arms and
the Man), and Best Director (Laurel Smith) for last summer’s comedies
Arms and the Man and I Ought to Be in Pictures — produces classics
from the golden age of Broadway and the London Stage. During 2017,
two of its productions will feature the most successful works ever
exported from Canada.

The season will open (June 23 to July 16) with Canadian Bernard
Slade’s classic comedy Same Time, Next Year. The Tony- and Oscar-
nominated story tells of two people, each happily married to someone

The Gift of Music

Almonte is an amazing town for so many reasons, and just one more
is that we have our own music store and music school right in the
community. Mississippi Mills Musicworks has been in business for
almost ten years, providing a one-stop space for music lessons, instru-
ments, music books and strings, as well as a drop-oft and pick-up
place where students can rent instruments through Music Care.

With the loss of so many music stores — such as the Ottawa Folk-
lore Center (after 38 years) and St. John's Music in Kitchener (after
92 years) — it is a treasure to have this local resource, especially as
schools are cutting back on music programs. Large corporate chain
stores and online retailers definitely make it harder for the smaller,
privately owned stores to survive. The ability to walk in and try out
a guitar or ukulele before buying one, as well as to sign up all the
kids at the same time for weekly lessons within walking distance, is
something that not many Ontarians can enjoy. Many Musicworks
students are seniors enjoying their new free time to pursue a hidden
passion to play, to improve, and to expand their repertoire.

Owner George Turcotte has used great innovation to recreate
the interior of the store by recycling skids from Equator Coftee
into eco-friendly décor. The space now features a Ukulele Tiki Bar
and stage where students can showcase what they have learned at
mini-recitals. The music school offers a wide range of experienced
teachers, each offering a variety of skills and specialties; they bring
the opportunity to study over a dozen instruments, as well as
offering singing lessons. Space is available now for lessons, and
February brings on the new term as well as new teachers, new
opportunities and new students. With eight soundproof rooms
— three with pianos — Musicworks is ready to meet the musical
needs of our community. Are you ready to play? Call 256-7529
or visit <mmmusicworks.weebly.com> for details, or drop in at
453 Ottawa Street in Almonte.

else, who get together for one weekend each year
for 26 years, sharing their lives, dreams, hopes and
challenges from the early 1950s through the mid-
70s. It ran for three years on Broadway and became
a beloved Hollywood film starring Alan Alda and
Ellen Burstyn.

It’s followed by George Bernard Shaw’s Candida
(July 21 to August 13), a witty skewering of Victorian
notions of love and marriage in which the title char-
acter must choose between her clergyman husband
and a passionate young poet.

The mainstage season closes with Canadian Peter
Colley’s I'll Be Back Before Midnight (August 18 to
September 10), a Hitchcock-styled psychological
thriller that is the most successful play ever staged
in Canada and the most produced Canadian play
abroad (in over thirty countries). A young couple
from Toronto buy an old country farmhouse, and
that’s when apparitions start to appear, strange noises
are heard, and every moment draws audiences to an
edge-of-their-seat finish.

The CTF’s always popular theatrical walking plays
will return with brand new stories set at the time of
Confederation. The morning Perth through the Ages
will continue running five times a week, while the

Perth's Classic Theatre Festival, which had a hit
in 2016 with Arms and the Man (above),
has announced the line-up for 2017

Lonely Ghosts Walk will double its number of shows,
running Thursday and Friday nights, from 7 to 8pm.

The Classic Theatre Festival is currently running
its annual holiday sale, with savings of up to 25%
on their 2017 shows, with the option to pick
dates later. For details, visit <classictheatre.ca> or
call 1-877-283-1283.
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Gifts for Readers
Sculpted stoneware clay bookends by Richard Gill, Bittersweet......... $175-S290
"150 Years of Canadian Beer Labels”, The BOOk NOOK...........cccocccriiiiiiicriicr $29.95
“Number of Things" by Jane Urquhart, Mill Street BOOKS............cccoooiiiri $32.99
Whale bookends, Tin Barn Markel. ... S85
"By Word of Mouth — Snowdrifts and Sleigh Bells”, Claudia Smith...................... $1750

Handmade Gifts
Beautiful handmade wreaths, Cedar Hill Christmas Tree Farm ... $33 & up
Handcrafted Equator pottery mugs with clay stamp, Equator Coffee Roasters...S15
Original batik by Jenn Raby, Grist Mill Gallery ... $100 & up
Felted table mat by Little Wool, The GrottO........ooo $45
Felts soaps, shawls, kits by Ann McElroy, MVTM Gift ShOD.......ccccoccmvvirvicrn $9 & up
Pottery by Anne Chambers, Riverguild Fine CraftS...........ccoooooioe $10-100
Tibetan singing bowls, SOUl SCENTS. ... $83 & up
Lamb leather handbag, Streve DESIgNS.........ccccoooovoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $69-265
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As a Russian speaker at the
Canadian Embassy in
Moscow, Gary J. Smith
played an instrumental role
in negotiating the 1972
Canada-Soviet hockey series.
His story and those of several
other retired diplomats are
included in Declassified.
"Often humourous and
always informative.” e A

] Author In Stor

Saturday, Dec. 3
1-3Pm

60 Gore St E. Perth

= The Book Nook
E & Other Treasures

613 267-2350

n Like us on Facebook at the.book.nook.and.othertreasures

Author, columnist, and radio
personality Ron Corbett's The
Last Guide’s Guide is the
guidebook the world has
been waiting for. A how-to
manual to fishing, making
money, cooking a shore
lunch, falling in love and
"everything else that matters.
Not the stupid stuff."

Author In Store
Sunday, Dec. 11
1-3PM

THE

__LAST

GUIDE'S
QUIDE..

thebooknook@bellnet.ca

www.thehumm.com
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“There’s no better way to welcome your guests to your holiday
home than with an artfully arranged porch decoration. With
a few bits of frippery, a ribbon, and some greens you too can
create a floral masterpiece.

First choose the second coldest day before Christmas —
reserve the coldest day for putting up your light display — to
‘assemble your supplies and decide on a colour scheme” (green
works well). Next, select an appropriate container. The planter
with the remains of wilted geraniums and that crazy vine that
refused to die would be acceptable, and in fact is the only one in

The Reever Report

J

by Glenda Jones

sight. I'll have to empty out the half-frozen dirt and old plants though.
Now I need to find the shovel and refill the container. If the container is
showing signs of wear, paint it before making your decoration. What? Now
I have to lug the thing inside, wash it out, and repair it? Not happening!

Make this a family excursion. If the dog will come, I'll be lucky.
Enjoy a wintery walk while you search for those perfect boughs. So,
here I go wearing warm mitts and rubber boots to trek half way to the
North Pole looking for greenery, which is going to be heavy to haul
home. Scented pines, graceful hemlock, fragrant cedar are all on my
list. Don’t forget some dogwood, red can make a visual statement. Yes,
yes, whatever. Never mind that the dogwood is surrounded by water!

There is one item I can't ignore: a curly vine of bittersweet that
I've been eyeing all summer. However, when I go to cut it, I need to
balance on a rotting log and stretch about a foot higher than I should.
Grabbing the branch, I lean with the clippers, and just as I think the
piece is mine, the log rolls, the branch breaks, and I'm left with scraps
instead of my lovely vine. I'll have to make do.

Before you start, set out your supplies. The porch is now a mess
of branches of all sorts, including one that smells oddly of cat, some
“interesting weeds” like milkweed and that bittersweet, a few pinecones
I resurrected from a long-ago decoration, a couple of plastic poinsettias,
and one of those pre-tied red bows, scissors, the clippers, the wretched
unwashed container, the overflow of dirt, and the dog.

18 Mill Street ¢ Carleton Place ¢
K1 /greencounterboutique

December 2016

613-492-0677

The Joy of Decorating

Begin with your tallest branches, three is best.
They’re all the same length, so [ just haul out three,
and shove them into the planter, where they promptly
fall over. Maybe if I put in the bushy stuff first it'll hold
the rest up. By now my fingers are frozen, the rush
of Christmas spirit is long gone, and I just want this
thing finished. With disgruntled abandon, I cram the
branches in, not caring if some trail over the edge,
hoping the whole assembly will stay in place at least
'til Christmas Day.

When you're satisfied with your creation, add a
festive red bow as a final flourish. Get out some wire,
and with bare hands and grazed knuckles from the
prickly juniper I should have left out, I jam the stupid
bow into the front of the whole thing.

So it’s green and red, just like I planned back in
step one, and what do you know, when I stand back,
far back, it actually looks pretty good in a rustic sort
of way. But wait, I can add one more decorative
touch. Gold spray paint tastefully wafted over your
assembly will add a hint of sparkle. Done!

The clean up only takes a half-hour, and with
the leftovers I get all excited about making a swag
of greenery for the mailbox. I shouldn’t have gone

el © =Y
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Gifts for Gardeners

Membership in “the urn club”; 2 plantings each season, Acanthus Floral.. $250/year
Gift certificates, Reid Gardens..........cccc..c.....
Metal vegetable or herb plant markers, The Silver Shingle
Purple Urchin Gardener's Scrub hand soap, Soul Scents...................... $6.50

there: now I need another bow, some more wire, and
another dose of that gold paint. What I really need
is a warm fire, some hot chocolate, and a sweater.

Enough of this decorating business. We still have
to fling the lights hither and yon through the trees
before we can declare Christmas is upon us. But for
now, Martha Stewart would be proud of me.

This gorgeous creation will be on display likely
until spring, since once it’s in place it freezes pretty
solid, and the greens stay decent. You're always
welcome to come by for a visit, a ski, a walk in our
woods, or simply to marvel at my artistic creation.
No laughing allowed!

May your holidays be all you desire, with just
enough excess to take you to the January guilt season.
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KATHI NORTON

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

We are now
approaching
the holiday season.
A time to be with family
A time to be with those you love.
Cherish these moments, for they are dear.

I wish each of you and your families...

A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON, FILLED
WITH LAUGHTER AND

pirect:613.867.8945

N

JOY.

Your Local RE/MAX Realtor,

Kathi

—=Affiliates—

Independently owned and operated

515 McNeely Ave.,
Carleton Place

www.ottawahomeswithkathi.com

www.thehumm.com



Along with many fans across North America, I've been waiting
ten years for Brock Zeman’s The Carnival is Back in Town
CD... something he’s been promising, providing occasional
teases through intimate story-songs he’s written through the
years and included in sets, sharing various glimpses of carny life.

Just hearing the word “carnival” conjures up a plethora of
images often created originally via childhood experiences, books
or watching scary movies utilizing the theme; including the Big
Top, circuses, death-defying acts, big animals, clowns, flashy

Musical Musings

//

by Steve Tennant

midways, Ferris wheels, games of chance, freak shows, cotton candy and
carnies. Historically, it was a big event when carnivals arrived in com-
munities large and small, the magic and mystery all rolled out for a few
days of incredibly memorable entertainment. Carnivals are pretty much
a thing of the past now; local fairs being a mere shadow of what used
to be. Thankfully, this CD brings it all back masterfully, in technicolour.
The acoustic sound lends credibility to the nostalgic theme: banjos,
accordions, fiddle, tinkling piano, saxophone, all weaving through the
guitars and percussion, with tasty harmonizing vocals augmenting the
overall carnival sound... that mysterious circus calliope sound intimated.
A full concept presentation, from arrival, erecting the tent, touching
snapshots of various carny folk, and romance, to the sad leaving.

Zeman had my butt on the bleachers; all the magic and mystery
of the Big Top’s inner heart musically marching out before me. The
musical production enhances the colours, from the dank underbelly
of carny life, with its unique characters, to the intoxicating excitement
and fear the carnivals throw our way. Brock and his multi-instrumental
sidekick, Blair Michael Hogan, bring jugglers, knife throwers, clowns,
the rides... all musically concocted before our eyes. His twelfth CD
and well worth the wait! Masterful.

Brock is hosting a CD Release party at the Carleton Place Legion:
December 3 at 8pM. Tickets are $10 in advance (at SRC Music or the
CP Legion) or $15 at the door. Should be a wonderful evening.

One of Canada’s greatest troubadours, one who touched and affected
the hearts of so many around the world, Leonard Cohen, left our world,

The Carnival Is Coming To Town

but left a legacy of poetry and music for generations
to come. His ability to scribe so many issues of the
heart has provided a soundtrack for many people’s
young lives. I saw him in Ottawa a few years ago and
was amazed at the wide variety of ages attending.
Two women, 70 years young, sitting beside me had
driven from Sault Ste. Marie and had tickets for all
his performances in Ottawa. Beside them were a
couple of teenagers who had fallen in love with his
music, thanks to their parents’ record collections. The
sweet musicianship that surrounded his vivid lyrics
made it a memorable evening. Thanks Mr. Cohen.

We also lost one of my favourite musicians, known
as a “musician’s musician’, in that he gained more
notoriety through musicians’ circles than the average
public. Leon Russell’s keyboard and songwriting
skills spanned many generations. In the early days he
was a member of Wrecking Crew (the go-to studio
musicians of Los Angeles that played on many of the
hits we remember from the '60s and '70s). It was his
involvement as musical director with Joe Cocker’s
memorable 1970 Mad Dogs and Englishmen album
and same-titled movie that first caught my ear, with
hits he wrote such as Delta Lady and Superstar.
Leon’s styles ranged from rock and roll to blues
to gospel, often sounding like a singin’ southern
preacher, but he also enjoyed country, making music
under the alias “Hank Wilson” Elton John, among
others, called Russell one of his true mentors and,
in 2011, they recorded the CD The Union together.
I saw him last at Bluesfest on a side stage, sitting 15
feet away as he toured through his catalogue, chat-
ting with the audience for the first time, in all the
previous shows of his I'd seen. Gone too soon, his
creativity will continue to affect music for years to
come. Support live music everywhere!
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Upcoming Events

+ Sunday, December 4 at 7pm: Dakota Martin
(flute) & Kristan Toczko (harp) give a recital
at St. Paul’s United in Perth. Dakota is creating
quite a name for himself across the continent, so
this is a “lucky chance” opportunity to catch him.
Tickets are $20; students $10.

+ Thursday, December 8 at 6PM: Leahy at the
Sharbot Lake Inn. Two generations of the famous
Leahy family, joined by cousins, combining to
make fiery fiddle music, dance and song. You will
love it! $70 for dinner and show. Call Sandra at
279-2198 for reservations.

+ Sunday, December 11 at 2pM: Men & Women of
the Tay’s Christmas Concert at St. James Anglican
Church in Perth. Come enjoy the festive sounds of
this combined chorus; something that’s become
a real kick-off to many families’ Christmases.
Freewill offering.

Come and enjoy the culminating event of the
200th Anniversary Celebrations

i i

’ Dg@ er 28,2016
530pm-11pm

VM Hall, Stanleyville
Dress: 1816 - 2016

music, dancing and living in Tay Valley!

CHetwind &

ial Dinner Dance to celebrate 200 years

chef Joan Smith, offering traditional Winter & Harvest fare.
Music by “Lost for Words” and the”Ever Hopeful String Band”

you had

" Do you wish

logo and
websi

We offer effective
and affordable
brand and web
design with
friendly, local folk. «

We can make sure your
company looks great
and gets found =

on the web.
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-
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with dancing as our ancestors did, to traditional "
wmﬂﬂ&mmmwmmw {?AY% g""l our first —
yIp a meeting is .
Tickets $35 each £
Available at Tay Valley Township Office v ’ sumac k always free! fO]‘l )
Call 613 267 5353 sumackloft.ca Call us foilmedia.ca
tayvalleytwp.ca e \ 256-0378 today! 256-5855 /
the
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Christmas Concert
with the Perth Band

The Perth Citizens’ Band will be holding its annual Guests for this year’s event will be Perth’s Town
Christmas Concert on Tuesday, December 20, start- Crier Brent McLaren, and The Redhawk Rhyth-
ing at 7:30pM. This year marks the 24" year of the mics. The Redhawk Rhythmics are a vocal group
event, which once again will be held at St. James comprised of students from Smiths Falls District
Anglican Church, at the corner of Drummond and Collegiate Institute, under the direction of music
Harvey Streets in Perth. teacher Kristine MacLaren. The annual Christmas

From the 1920s to 1940s the band had played Concert will feature a variety of sacred and popular
concerts during the Christmas season, and the long- tunes for all ages. Admission for the evening is $5
standing tradition of the Christmas Concert at the per person or $10 for families. For more information
church was revived in 1993 by conductor Brian visit <perthband.ca> or phone 256-4221.
Tackaberry.
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Gifts for Funky People

Terrarium: a world unto itself, contained in glass, Acanthus Floral
Canada “Mr. Spock” silver $10 coin, Alliance Coin & Banknote..............cc........
Canadian Yo Sox, The BOOK NOOK...........ccooiiiicicoecceeceeeee
One-of-a-kind jewellery, Dragon’s Lair Beads ...
Series pass to the 2017 season (4 concerts), Folkus Concert Series................
Premo! polymer clay, Georgia D ATt BIZ. ..o

L AS T (to family, _
money, fishing
GU ID E ’S and everything else
that matters)

“Purple Haze" reversible pendant, agate & fluorite, Kehla Jewellery Design ... $465 :

Olbrish bags, Paddye Mann ClothiNg ... $180-650 GUIDE RON CORBETT
Works by local and Canadian artists, Sivarulrasa Gallery ... various

Blundstone winter boots, Vamos OUtAOOTS ... $239

Gift certificate for a Rune reading, Witch HOIOW ... S50

= — - = Diplomacy and
DG Bass Fishing in Perth

The Book Nook in Perth is delighted to present two special events
in December featuring two very different authors.

On Saturday, December 3 from 1 to 3pMm, former diplomat Gary
Smith will be in the store to share some of his experiences that
have been documented in the book Declassified. The book also
includes short stories by former lieutenant governor of Ontario
James Bartleman, as well as other Canadian diplomats.

Gary’s résumé is extensive and impressive. Following assignments
at the U.N. in New York, Moscow, NATO headquarters in Brussels,
and Israel, he became Director for Arms Control and Disarmament
in Ottawa and a member of Pierre Trudeau’s International Peace
Initiative. As Acting Assistant Deputy Minister for Asia, he took
part in the first Team Canada Trade Mission to China in 1994. A
Alllance Coin & Banknote Wiere the World’s Coins are Bought & Sold Fellow at Harvard University’s Center for International Afairs,

Gary became Vice-President (Advancement) at York University
88 Mill Street, Almonte 613-256-6785 www.alliancecoin.com | i Toronto upon leaving government.

Then on Sunday, December 11 from 1 to 3pMm, author, radio
personality and journalist Ron Corbett will be at The Book Nook
with his newest release, The Last Guide’s Guide (to family, fishing,
money and everything else that matters).

: ; Why you should fish. Twelve things you'd be crazy not to
Registered Massage Therapist have in your home. How to raise good kids and spot bad ones.

61 3 256—5665 These are just some of the lessons contained in The Last Guide’s

i Guide, the sequel to Canadian bestseller The Last Guide.
Massage therapy can effectively treat acute and The Last Guide told the story of Frank Kuaick, the last full-time

Visit our gallery for mndredﬂ of unique gift ideas
K‘ from our diverse i inventory of Canadian and Worldwide

Coins, Metals, Banknotes and Tokens.

chronic musculoskeletal conditions fishing guide in Algonquin Park, and was called “an homage to
while promoting physical and mental relaxation. a vanishing way of life” by The Toronto Star. Acclaimed author
Give the gift of Health this holiday season. Roy MacGregor said the book would “feed the soul forever”

Now Frank is back with a guidebook to everything he has learned
in seventy years of fishing. Written over four years, The Last Guide’s
Guide is a rollicking return to Algonquin Park with Leacock-like
tales of politics, heat waves, bass fishing, the Ambassador of Rock
Lake, and Frank’s eightieth birthday party at Arowhon Pines Resort.
The Last Guide's Guide is the guidebook the world has been waiting
for: “A how-to manual to fishing, making money, cooking a shore
lunch, falling in love, and everything else that matters. Not the
stupid stuff” Other titles by Ron Corbett will also be available.

The Book Nook is located at 60 Gore Street East in Perth. For
more details, call 267-2350.

Gift certificates are available

359 Ottawa Street, Unit 3, Almonte

(corner of Dttawa and Pata-rsfcrn
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BLUSH & BLACK SPA

nbarmmarket.com = T7A Little Bridge Streer
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I DOREE'S HABIT
72 Mill Steect cheerfullymade.com Jdorees.ca i35 Mill Street
¥ ABIG THANK YOU TO JMCNEELYPHOTOGRAPHY.COM FOR THE LOYELY SHOP INTERIOR PHOTOS
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